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TWELVE YEARS’ WORK OF THE LADIES’ HEALTH 
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION. 


By Mrs. RALPH TRAUTMAN, PRESIDENT. 


N November, 1884, eleven women residing on 
Beekman Hill, whose houses are beautifully 
located on a high bluff overlooking the East 
River, with everything desirable to make them 
healthful, were so outraged at the continuance of 
the foul odors which polluted the atmosphere of 
the entire neighborhood, causing them to keep 





windows closed in the hottest weather, and de- 
priving them of their inalienable right to pure | 
air, that they resolved to investigate the cause of | 
this nuisance. 

Accordingly they made a tour of the neighbor- | 
hood, in that section of the city known as the 
Abatoir District, which runs on First avenue 
from Forty-third to Forty-seventh street. Their 
first visit was a revelation, and while they re- 
turned to their homes ill from the inspection and 
the discovery of the nuisance by which they had 
so long been tortured, they decided that some 
action must be taken to better the condition. 

The following morning their number was in- 
creased to fifteen, and it was resolved that these 
women should form themselves into an organiza- 
tion, to be known as the Ladies’ Health Protec- 
tive Association. 

The first action of the new society was to pro- 
ceed against the nuisance which had been caus- 
ing them so much discomfort. This was an 
enormous accumulation of manure, 20,000 tons, 
30 feet in height, 200 feet in length, which was in 
a decayed and reeking condition, the steam issu- 
ing from it filling an area of miles with its vile 
odors. 

This abominable nuisance was maintained by 
Michael Kane, who, with a brother-in-law a 
Senator at Albany, was able with his political 
backing to defy all law and decency. The ma- 
nure in its rotted state was of much more value 
as a fertilizer, and Mr. Kane's revenue was largely 
increased by letting the vile stuff remain there to 
rot while an entire community was made to suffer. 

Our first step was to appear before the Grand 
Jury, and Mr. Kane was indicted for maintaining 
a public nuisance. He cared very little for this 
action, as he had several indictments holding 
over him, which had always been pigeon-holed, 
and he thought this one would travel the same 
road, but it was his first experience with women, 
and he did not realize what that meant. He was 
tried before Judge Barrett, in the Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, and after a trial lasting for four 








days, through which he was defended by that able 
lawyer, Algernon Sullivan, he was convicted and 
found guilty of maintaining a public nuisance. 
Before sentence was imposed upon him, Judge 
Barrett gave him thirty days to remove the ac- 
cumulation, and he was compelled to employ a 
large force of men to accomplish it. 

From that time until the present we have never 
ceased our vigilance, and while Mr. Kane made 
every effort to continue the nuisance in a covert 
manner, he finally became amenable to the law, 
and to-day his business causes us very little 
discomfort. 

In those days our officials were indifferent, and 
as this was the first time women had at- 
tempted to interfere with any of their duties, they 
looked upon our action with great disfavor and 
met us with antagonism at every step. General 
Shaler, then President of the Health Board, when 
called upon the witness stand during the trial, 
stated that he had neither visited nor had a report 
of that section of the city for over six years. He 
was found direlect in his duty, and reprimanded. 
After the verdict against Mr. Kane we were told 
by Commissioner French, a member of the Health 
Board, that he was surprised at the verdict, and 
we were interfering in matters that did not con- 
cern us. 

This was the beginning of our work, and on the 
gth of December, 1895, we secured our State 
charter, and became an organization for the pur- 
pose of sanitary improvement of our city. 

Notwithstanding our victory with Mr. Kane, a 
little further experience proved to us what a Her- 
culean task we had undertaken. We were, how- 
ever, earnest women, fully aroused to the neces- 
sity of action for the benefit of those who were less 
fortunate in life and unable to help themselves. 

In close proximity to the manure ground were 
the slaughter houses, where meat was killed and 
dressed for daily consumption, and adjoining them 
was the fat-rendering and bone-boiling establish- 
ment of Messrs. Rafferty & Williams. 

The state of affairs here was simply appalling, 
and we wondered how the occupants of the tene- 
ment houses all around that section were able to 
exist, the only solution to the problem being the 
counter action of the salt air, as they were so close 
to the river front. 

We were confronted with fifty-five dirty little 
pens, called slaughter houses, the proprietors of 
which seemed to be perfectly satisfied and devoid 
of any idea of improvement. The slaughtering 
was done in the presence of children, who stood 
before the doors, and became so utterly demoral- 
ized that the sight of blood was no more to them 
than so much running water. The walls and 
floors of these pens reeked with filth, and the 
meat when slaughtered was hung on large hooks 
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over the curbstone, there to swarm with flies and 
catch all the dust and dirt of the neighborhood. 
The cattle were driven through the streets in 
droves, and when they reached the slaughter 
houses were confined in cellars, the air of which 
was so stifling and fetid ‘that the poor creatures 
could be seen clambering over each otherin frantic 
efforts to reach up to the gratings for a breath of 
fresh air. 

Our course for the abolishment of this nuisance 
was an appeal to the higher authorities, by the 
presentation of a bill to the Legislature, where, as 
we expected, we were defeated, but the amount 
of money it cost the butchers to defeat the bill 
caused them to recognize the fact that we in- 
tended to effect reform in their establishments. 
This effort caused a joint conference, held with a 
committee from our Association and four of the 
butchers having the largest interests, who repre- 
sented all of the butchers in the city, the result 
being a compromise, we agreeing to take no fur- 
ther legislative proceedings if they would adopt 
the list of reforms which we had prepared, they 
in turn accepting all of our suggestions. While 
the money consideration in the Legislature had 
been a great incentive to consider the reforms we 
asked, our demands were so great that they found 
it was much cheaper to tear down the old pens 
they were using and erect new buildings, and to- 
day the business is carried on in three model 
abatoirs, furnished with all the improved ma- 
chinery known to modern science. Messrs. 
Schwarchild & Sulzberger were the first to erect 
one of these model abatoirs ; they were followed 
by Messrs. Fleischauer & Co., with one for smaller 
stock, and since our last report a fine abatoir has 
been erected by the United States Dressed Beef 
Co., the former and latter taking in almost the en- 
tire blocks between Forty-third to Forty-fourth 
streets, and Forty-fifth to Forty-sixth streets, 
from First avenue to East River. 

When we began our crusade against the slaugh- 
ter houses we found in the same section a bone- 
boiling and fertilizing establishment owned by 
Messrs. Rafferty & Williams, which was an intol- 
erable nuisance, from the fact that bones were col- 
lected from retail butcher shops, often when 
they were several weeks old, and these, when 
going through the process of boiling, to be made 
into fertilizers, would give off odors that would 
permeate the atmosphere for miles, and cause 
misery and discomfort to hundreds of people. It 
seems almost incredible that such a nuisance 
could have existed for so many years in a civil- 
ized community. This has been entirely abol. 
ished, and Rafferty & Williams have gone out of 
the business. The fertilizing manufacture is now 
carried on in connection with the abatoirs; the 
bones are not only collected daily, but all offal 
and bones are consumed every day and converted 
into the fertilizer while in their fresh state. The 
building in which this process is in operation has 
been built in the most scientific manner, and every 
effort is made by the owners to render this busi- 
ness as unobjectionable as possible, and they 
spare no expense in placing the most improved 
dryers and condensers for the suppression of the 












odors. As our membership had largely increased 
by this time and we were working step by step, 
taking one nuisance after the other, we divided 
ourselves into standing committees and tried 
again to secure the co-operation of our municipal 
authorities. We prefer this manner of doing our 
work, and always do our best to avoid antagoniz- 
ing any of the authorities. We carefully avoid 
taking any note of politics in our work ; we are 
entirely and absolutely non-partisan, both as to 
officials and party. We want the right man in 
the right place, and when there will do our best 
to keep him there, no matter what party is in 
wer. 

Inthe change of administration we had achange 
in the President of the Health Board, and Mr. J. 
Baylis was appointed. From that time matters 
began to improve, but it was not until 18869, that 
when Mr. C. G. Wilson was appointed President 
of the Board of Health, that we could say we had 
practical and valuable co-operation. When this 
gentleman was og we were doubtful 
whether so many changes were best, as the work 
had to be well understood. Ina short time, how- 
ever, we were inspired with confidence when we 
found that Mr. Wilson was not only practical but 
a thorough business man, having his inspectors 
work and working hard himself, not only making 
personal inspections during the day, but many 
times leaving his bed at night to trace odors and 
investigate causes. To-day he has our confidence 
to such an extent that we know when we send in 
a complaint or ask assistance of the Board, we 
will not be required to take any further steps in 
the matter and the evil will be remedied. We 
have never worked on theories, but on facts pure 
and simple. 

We next turned our attention to the gas houses, 
and through our efforts much of this nuisance has 
been suppressed. Many of the companies have 
been compelled to put in new condensers, and the 
old method of emptying the lime boxes has been 
abolished and oxide of iron used in its place. The 
sponge is kept well covered, and when the boxes 
are opened is the means of condensing the odors. 
We hope to have further improvements in this 
direction. Our attention was next directed to the 
filthy condition of our streets, and the slovenly 
method o handling and disposing of our garbage. 
It makes me weary now when I look back upon 
our efforts along this line, and think of the many 
discouragements we had to contend with. The 
cry of each commissioner was the lack of suffi- 
cient appropriation and the impossibility to elim- 
inate politics from the department. This was in 
a measure true, but even with these obstacles we 
could not see the least effort toward improve- 
ment. . 

In those days this Association had small cards 
printed and sent to householders, asking them to 
aid the department by burning all their garbage 
in their kitchen ranges. This feeble effort was 
well considered in the residential quarters, but 
the mountain before us was the tenement houses. 

During Mayor Hewitt's term of office we drafted 
and presented to him a memorial, hoping by our 
suggestion to secure some co-operation. Like 
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the rest it did not receive much attention, but we 
were determined to renew our efforts. 

One of the greatest difficulties in the way of 
keeping the streets clean was the storing of trucks, 
carts, etc., in the public highways. This was not 
only an obstruction to the proper cleaning of the 
streets, but the trucks afforded sleeping quarters 
for tramps, and from a moral standpoint were a 
disgrace to the city. 

During the administration of Mayor Gilroy we 
called his attention to this evil. He received our 
protest with surprise, and asked us what we ex- 
pected the people to do with their vehicles. We 
said: ‘Store them!” The Mayor said, however, 
that it could not be done in a city like this. 
Colonel Waring has, however, given us a proof 
that it can be done, and also that we can have a 
very clean city. Under hisable and efficient ad- 
ministration we no longer see a set of decrepit, 
broken-down old men handling the broom in our 
streets, as if it were a pastime given them to keep 
them out of mischief. Neither do we seeour gar- 
bage and ash receptacles on the edge of the curb- 
stones filled to overflowing, and standing for 
hours, nor yet our streets filled with litter. On 
the contrary, our streets are like our homes, kept 
well swept and cared for. 

We were delighted with the parade of Col. 
Waring’s men on the 26th of May, and it was re- 
ceived with favor by all of our citizens. It was an 
inovation, and those who went to scoff were the 
loudest in their praise. It was the first time in 
the history of this department that the men could 
feel some self-respect, that their work was recog- 
nized as one of the great departments of our 
municipality. With self-respect the condition of 
the men is elevated and much better work is now 
done for the money expended. We will never go 
back to the days of filth and dirt again, for the 
women of our city will never allow the old state 
of affairs to return. 

The solution of the problem as to the final dis- 
position ot garbage seems to be a difficult one, 
and we have been somewhat discouraged on the 
delay with this question. We hope that, now the 
contract has been given, whatever is done, 
whether cremation or utilization, the trimming of 
the scows will be abolished, and all of the work 
done outside of the city limits. We also hope to 
have the care of the sidewalks under the jurisdic- 
tion of Col. Waring, and to have boxes placed 
at the corners of the streets throughout the city 
for the use of citizens, to throw paper, fruit rinds 
and odds and ends in. We consider this will 
largely prevent the untidiness of our sidewalks. 

The school question has been a very earnest 
one. We have had a Committee on School Hy- 
giene, which, with co-operation of the School 
Board, have accomplished many sanitary reforms 
in our public schools. We have been very much 
pleased with the co-operation of the Board, and 
we know much more would have been done if the 
appropriation had been sufficient. Many of our 
ocheut houses are in districts that were sparsely 


settled when they were erected, but with the in- 
crease of population are now gig hemmed in 
by tenement houses and factories. 


he buildings 








are old, and it seems like waste of money to make 
any attempt to remodel them. Withthe appoint- 
ment by our present Mayor Strong of women in- 
spectors, we hope with their co-operation to 
achieve further results. 

The question of police matrons and municipal 
lodging houses has always been one of deep in- 
terest to us, and we have done our share by both 
legislative and personal effort towards these re- 
forms. Before the appointment of matrons, all 
prisoners, both male and female, were cared for 
by the doorkeeper. There are at present about 
thirty matrons in our city station houses. Under 
our present Board of Police Commissioners a great 
change has been made in the system; all matrons 
before they receive their appointment must pass 
through a course of lectures given to them by the 
police surgeons, thus enabling them to tell the 
difference between intoxication and illness and to 
render assistance accordingly. When we realize 
what has been accomplished through this reform, 
we feel a great deal of satisfaction for all of the 
hard work done to effect it. We also rendered 
our assistance in the appointment of women as 
factory inspectors, and went several times to Al- 
bany in behalf of the passage of that bill, which 
is now sucli a success throughout the State. 

The unsanitary habit of keeping cows shut up 
in stables in this city was a subject of consid- 
eration to us, especially as the poor animals 
were fed entirely on brewers’ grains, and were 
kept in a filthy condition. After much efficient 
work of our committee we finally succeeded in 
having this nuisance abolished, and the cows re- 
moved from the city. 

The unsanitary condition of the surface and 
elevated cars. and the public buildings, in con- 
sequence of the vile habit of men and boys spit- 
ting over the floors, has given us much trouble, 
and we have appealed to presidents and man- 
agers of the roads time and time again to effect 
a reform. We could not see why men should 
indulge in such a vile practice, to the discom- 
fort of women and children, and the danger of 
health to all. We took the matter to the Health 
Board and urged the necessity for action. After 
six weeks the Board took the subject in hand 
from a scientific standpoint, and after an investi- 
—, by their bacteriologists, Dr. Biggs and 

r. Prudden, they were convinced that some- 
thing must be done. 

The first idea was to try education by moral 
suasion. We had our doubts about this course, 
and in the early part of May were highly gratified 
to learn that the Board of Health had issued an 
ordinance prohibiting spitting on the floors of 
cars, ferry boats, public stations and public build- 
ings, and ordered placards placed in all cars, both 
surface and elevated, and in all ferry houses and 
public buildings, calling the attention of the pub- 
lic to this ordinance. 

Public baths, for winter as well as summer, 
have been given much thought by the Associa- 
tion, and we will be very happy when the Mayor's 
committee put the appropriation they have re- 
ceived for this purpose to practical use. The 
committee have been most efficient, and Dr. 
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Moreau Morris has given us a most valuable 
paper on this subject ‘and the work they will ac- 
complish, in which we will co-operate in every 
possible way. There is no greater education for 
the poor of our city than cleanliness, and we hope 
with these public baths and houses to see a 
marked improvement in the occupants of our 
tenement houses. 

We have had a Committee on the Sanitary In- 
spection of Stores, and have co-operated with 
the Consumers’ League to the extent that in their 
inspection of the stores all sanitary violations 
are reported to our Association and our committee 
takes immediate action. We are happy to say 
that the proprietors are always ready to receive 
our suggestions, and follow them as far as cir- 
cumstances will allow. With the passage of the 
Rhinehardt Mercantile Bill, and the power in the 
hands of the Health Board, we feel this work will 
be done systematically and on business princi- 
ples. We hope that the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment will see the wisdom of a sufficient 
appropriation to allow the board to appoint at 
least a dozen inspectors, as the field is large and 
the work is great. We hope women will receive 
recognition in these appointments, and that those 
selected will be of the highest intelligence, pos- 
sessing good judgment, for only such can be a 
credit to the department and give satisfaction to 
all they come in contact with. 

The evils existing in bake shops, in their filthy 
condition, has lately been brought to our notice, 
and we rendered our assistance and co-operation 
for the passage of the bill by the last Legislature 
and also made our appeal to the Governor for his 
signature. The work in this line is too great to 
dwell on in this paper, and the field is a new one 
to us, but we shall take it up in the autumn, and 
know we shall succeed in having great improve- 
ments made in the sanitary condition of the bake 
shops, and feel that what we consume from day 
to day will be handled and prepared as it should 
be, in a cleanly manner, and not by overworked, 
careless men. We fully realize the necessity of 
immediate action of our Association and the co- 
operation by the Health Board by facts that have 
been brought to our notice. 

We have succeeded in getting an ordinance 
passed by our Health Board prohibiting the ex- 
posure of meat and poultry which are hung on 
hooks before the retail butcher shops, and now it is 
entirely abolished. To-day no one realizes the 
benefit of this reform more than the butchers 
themselves, and many of them have expressed 
their thanks to us for it. 

The tenement house problem has always been 
one of great consideration to us, and while we 
have done some work towards sanitary improve- 
ment it has only been a drop in the bucket. 
The field is too large for a small association hav- 
ing so many other lines of reform, and we now 
confine our efforts in co-operating with the Health 
Board and the Committee for Improved Housing 
of the Poor, and advising with them as to the 
best methods, etc. We know there isa great ad- 
vance of thought along these lines, and a number 
of capitalists are now ready to build a large num- 





ber of new houses with all improvements, and the 
Health Board in the line of march are ordering 
the demolition of very many of the old rookeries 
called rear tenements. Our latest work has been 
an investigation of the Alms House on Black- 
well’s Island, and we are confident of securing the 
much-needed improvements there, as there has 
been a large appropriation given by our Legisla- 
ture for new buildings. 

During our twelve years of work we have given 
attention to the Croton water and the milk sup- 
ply, both of which now are well under control of 
the Health Board. 

We have neglected nothing that tends toward 
the protection of public health. We hope to see 
a system of small parks established throughout 
our city, for the benefit of suffering children. We 
have also made an effort to have trees planted 
throughout our city, but under the old administra- 
tion were told it could not be done, as they would 
not thrive, etc., and the expense was too great. 
I am happy to state that it can be done under our 
present Mayor, who has taken the chairmanship 
of the committee, and an association will be 
formed to begin this work at once, and we shall 
join it. 

We are now hoping to effect, through the Health 
Board, a reform by which the exposure of green 
vegetables and fruits before the small grocery 
stores will be prohibited. The dust and dirt of 
our great city, the street sweepings, the shaking 
of mats from windows, etc., make it highly unde- 
sirable that any food should be openly exposed on 
the sidewalks. Fruits and vegetables decay more 
quickly when exposed to the air, and itis the prac- 
tice of many grocers to sell the half-decayed and 
withered stuff to second-class customers at a re- 
duced price. We should like the sale of sliced 
fruit prohibited ; the penny slices of musty melon 
and rotting pineapple only mean cholera infan- 
tum. We would like the sticks of candy, and the 
cocoanut in pans of water, both coated thick with 
dust, to be warned off our sidewalks, or else 
forced to be kept under a glass covering. 

We have asked the co-operation of the Police 
Department, which has been promised us by 
President Roosevelt and his colleagues, and it is 
the first time in the history of this Association that 
we have received any recognition from that de- 
partment. We held our first convention on the 
14th and isth of May. The physicians of the 
Academy of Medicine rented us their hall ata 
nominal price. Hon. W. J. Strong, Mayor of our 
city, presided, and on the platform were seated 
Hon. C. G. Wilson, President of the Health 
Board; Hon. T. Roosevelt, President of our 
Police Board ; Hon. Col. Waring, Commissioner 
of our Street Department; Dr. Moreau Morris, 
Vice-Chairman of the Mayor's Committee on 
Public Baths and Houses of Public Comfort— 
the heads of our municipality, all of whom de- 
livered addresses. This recognition by all the 
heads of departments shows the victory we have 
won after twelve years of hard and ofttimes very 
discouraging labor. 

In all of our efforts we have aimed at con- 
sistency, and have realized that where men 
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have put all their capital and energy into the 
building up of a business, that even if the busi- 
ness was in itself a nuisance time must be 
given to effect reform, and that we must not 
demand of any one to tear down in a short time 
that which had taken years of labor to build 
up. We follow as much as possible the title of 
Charles Reade’s great novel: ‘‘ Put Yourself in 
His Place.” 

This brief outline of the twelve years of work 
of our Association will be in itself a reply to 
the many questions and letters we have re- 
ceived asking for information as to our work 
and our methods of doing it, and for those in- 
terested in the matter I would like to state that 
on February 24, 1891, we became so convinced 
of the importance of our work, that we sought 
and obtained a National charter, in addition to 
our State charter, and that there are no limits 
but those of human endurance to the good 
work we can do. 

Under our present administration, with the 
heads of all the great departments willing to 


assist us, we feel so encouraged in our efforts. 


that we wonder how any of our citizens allowed 
any other state of affairs. Cleanliness raises the 
moral standard, and with the aid of the officials 
mentioned, who have always given us the most 
valuable assistance, and the strongest of all aids, 
the press, to whom we express our thanks, our 
Empire City can be made what it ought to be— 
the greatest in the world. 





(1) HEMORRHAGE FOLLOWING DILATATION OF URE- 
THRAL STRICTURE. (2) PHYSIOAL NON-DEVEL- 
OPMENT AT TWENTY-THREE (3) REPORT 
OF ANOMALOUS OASES.* 

By I. N. BLoom, A. B., M. D., LOUISVILLE, Ky., 
Clinical Professor of Genito-Urinary Diseases in the 
University of Lonisville ; Dermatologist to 
the Louisville City Hospital, etc., 
Louisville, Kentucky. 





DESIRE to record the further observation of 

a case reported to this Society several months 
ago. At that time I made a few remarks against 
the operation of internal urethrotomy for the cure 
of urethral stricture, citing several cases, stating 
that I had always been satisfied, and had always 
obtained as good results by the dilatation method 
with sounds of various sizes ; that I had frequently 
cured strictures that had been cut by other physi- 
cians and had returned, being even worse than 
before the cutting operation had been performed. 
I also spoke of the ease with which the dilatation 
process could be carried out, that I had never had 
any untoward results following this method ; on 
several occasions I have seen a little fever, but 
this was of short duration. I then reported a case 
in which a patient came to me after having been 
treated by a physician in this city for gonorrhcea of 
twelve months’ standing, with practically no 
result. The history was that as long as he 
*Reported to the Louisville Clinical iety, . G 
Menen Louisville, Ky. er ted tabu: 














used a certain injection the discharge assumed 
a watery condition or ceased althgether, but 
when injections were discontinued the discharge 


would return. I first passed a No. 20 French 
sound, olive point, and the stricture in the dee 
urethra allowed the passage of this sound with 
comparative ease. I next passed a No. 22, then 
a No. 23 and finally a No. 24 French sound with 
some difficulty and sent the patient away. I re- 
ported to the Society that he came back the next 
evening stating that after reaching home he had 
lost fully two quarts of blood from the urethra fol- 
lowing the sound treatment. He had put some 
cotton over the penis before starting to my office, 
and when he arrived the cotton was so thoroughly 
saturated with blood that it weighed at least 1% 
pounds ; it was matted together with blood, which 
had also soaked through on his underclothing. I 
stated to him that it was the first case of this kind 
I had ever seen. I kept the man at home for 
two or three days, visited him once or twice in 
the mean time, but did not doanything further as 
to treatment fora week, whenI again began the 
passage of sounds and have now gotten him upto 
No.27 French. Onseveral occasionssince there has 
been a little bleeding after withdrawal of the 
sound, sometimes as much asatablespoonful. I 
take the precaution to keep him in my office for 
half to three-quarters of an hour before allowing 
him to go away, to see if there is going to be any 
further hemorrhage. 

The case impressed me as being rather peculiar, 
and a few days ago I asked him if there had ever 
been bleeding from any part of his body before. 
It had never occurred to me to ask questions on 
any of his former visits. He said yes, and then 
gave me the well-known history of all these cases, 
that he had a tooth pulled many years ago, and 
the gum bled for three or four days; he also said 
that he had received slight wounds at different 
times,.all of which had bled a great deal. One 
wound he said was so superficial that he was sur- 
prised at its having bled so much. It then devel- 
oped that the man belonged to the class of so- 
called ** bleeders,” so the accident that occurred 
to me was really probably very much more slight 
than one that would have occurred to any phy- 
sician who might cut the stricture, which was 
located about five inches back of the meatus. 

After making this statement of the case I want 
to ask the members of the Society for information, 

articularly asregards the literature of the subject. 

his is the first case of the kind that has come 
under my observation, and I am led to ask if they 
are common. 

Case 1/.—Another case that I have in mind 
presents some unusual features. The patient isa 
young lady aged twenty-three years, parents very 
intelligent and reliable people. While this girl 
is twenty-three years old she is absolutely unde- 
veloped physically ; she has never menstruated, 
and there is no mammary development whatso- 
ever. Intellectually she is equal, so I am told, 
to any girl of that age, and seems to be unusually 
bright. I would like to be referred to any litera- 
ture that may be available on this subject; I have 
looked over several books upon the arrest of 
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development, etc., from various causes, but am 
able to find nothing relating to absolute non- 
development such as presents in this case. 
Neither do I know of anything in the way of 
treatment for such a condition that would promise 
much. I ask for information on the subject, so as 
to get the benefit of the ablest assistance possi- 
bie. Notwithstanding her age, and her develop- 
ment as regards stature and weight, her sexual 
organs are infantile. She has had no severe 
disease so far as I can learn, and there is no assign- 
able cause for the lack of development. In 
leoking over cases of acromegaly I find that some 
excellent results have beea obtained in arrested 
development by the employment of thyroid feed- 
ing. Probably many of you have seen and read 
the work referred to. Whether such a course 
would be advisable in this case is questionable. 
It is a condition that I know practically nothing 
about, neve~ having encountered another such a 
case, and would like to be referred to literature 
which will give some information on. the subject. 

Dr. Louis Frank: I am aware of no literature 
bearing upon the last case reported by Dr. 
Bloom, and really have nothing of importance to 
suggest. I have seen several cases of imperfect 
development. One case was seen with Dr. 
Leachman, and Dr. Weidner will remember an- 
other where the woman had no uterus or tubes at 
all. The vagina would barely admit the index 
finger, which passed up to what would be the 
normal hymen, and by a little force the two walls 
of the vagina separated, but the finger could 
scarcely find entrance. The woman was at that 
time forty years of age, single, with mammary de- 
velopment as perfect as we usually see. I saw 
another case of the same kind a few days ago. 
These cases, however,are unlike the one reported 
by Dr. Bloom, in that the women were otherwise 
well developed, and that they would come under 
the classification of imperfect development -rather 
than non-development. I take it Dr. Bloom’s 
case is simply an anomalous condition, and it is, 
sofar as my reading goes, very rare. 

Dr. I. N. Bloom: I was told that this girl on 
two or three occasions had spit blood, and the 
family physician had stated to the family that it 
was vicarious menstruation. But this has only 
occurred two or three times, and the girl is 
twenty-three years of age. 

Dr. F. W. Samuel: In connection with Dr. 
Bloom's remarks I will briefly report a case that 
came under my observation recently. A woman 
consulted me, and upon examination I found that 
she had neither vagina nor uterus. She was 
married, and was markedly well developed in 
other directions, mammary glands large and well 
formed. Where the vagina would normally be 
there was a depression, perhaps an inch in depth, 
into which opened the urethra. 

In regard to Dr. Bloom's first case, I have seen 
one case of bleeding from the urethra, following 
the cutting of a stricture. It would be hard to 
estimate the amount of blood lost, but it was con- 
siderable. It has always been my practice to 


dilate a urethral stricture; I have never advocated 
internal urethrotomy. 


Most modern authorities 





favor the method of dilatation rather than inter- 
nal urethrotomy. If urethrotomy is indicated, 
I believe it would be better to do the external 
operation through the perineum. Certainly this 
is the better method; it is less dangerous, and the 
prospect of cure more favorable. 

Dr. J. W. Irwin: I am very glad to have heard 
Dr. Bloom's report, and am more especially grati- 
fied that he should ask for information as to where 
he will likely find literature on the subject of non- 
development, as I would like to find and investi- 
gate such literature myself. I have never seen 
any classified literature on this subject, and do 
not know where it could be found. My belief is 
that his case is one of those anomalous things 
that we sometimes see in Nature. I know of 
nothing in the way of literature dealing strictly 
with the human being in this connection. It would 
be very interesting to know the cause of this 
peculiar lack of development of the sexual 


—, 
r. Bloom raises another important question, 
that of vicarious menstruation. I have met with 
a number of such cases, and cannot recall a single 
instance where I have seen vicarious menstruation 
occurring in a patient who was not fully developed 
both as to sexual organs and mammary glands. 
Most of them were rather stout, fleshy ladies. I 
recall at this time three or four such cases, and 
one of the ladies weighs 170 pounds and is fully 
developed in every way. She has, every three 
months, vicarious hemorrhage. She vomits blood 
or has a very profuse rectal hemorrhage. I have 
discovered no disorder of the rectum, and nothing 
to account for the hemorrhage, except that it oc- 
curs at the time when menstruation should take 
place. It occurs with much regularity, and from 
one to three pints of blood are discharged. I have 
under observation another case of hemorrhage 
from the rectum, less severe, of a vicarious char- 
acter, occurring once every two, three or four 
months, and which comes on gradually and lasts 
a day ortwo. In another case vicarious hemor- 
rhage from the inner canthus of both eyes occurs 
every twenty-eight days, and it has been going 
on in this way for sixteen years. Such disorders, 
so far as I know, belong to that indefinite class 
of cases known as neuroses, which furnish specu- 
lative material according to the imagination of the 
observer. 

Dr. Carl Weidner: In regard to Dr. Bloom’s 
second case: He will find a chapter on this sub- 
ject in “ Ziegler’s Pathology,” 1895 edition. 

In this connection it may be permissible to 
report. analogous cases. I will speak of a case 
that I saw in my earlier practice, perhaps ten 
years ago, in my clinical work at the college, and 
regret now that a more accurate history was not 
preserved. The patient was a colored woman 
who had a typical case of ‘vicarious menstrua- 
tion” through the lungs, or from the bronchial 
passages, which occurred regularly every twenty- 
eight days, lasting from three to four days. She 
never had menstruated through the normal chan- 
nel. I remember to have examined her at the 
time and found that she had an apparently normal 
vagina, but an undeveloped uterus, being about 























September, 1896.] 


BLOOM ; HEMORRHAGE FOLLOWING DILATATION, ETC. 





263 














the thickness of my finger, and 1% inches long, 
running transversely across the roof of the vagina. 
The ovaries were not to be felt at thetime. Phy- 
sically the woman was thoroughly developed. 
The most interesting point to me at the time was 
how this woman could live and not have some 
secondary trouble with the lungs from sepsis or 
other causes. How the case terminated I do not 
know, as she was lost sight of. 

Dr. I. N. Bloom: There was nothing unusual in 
the first case, except the extent of the urethral 
hemorrhage, which was sufficient to be exceed- 
ingly alarming. 

The second patient I will say is a girl, weighing 
seventy-five pounds, four feet ten inches in height, 
and gives evidence of being very bright intellectu- 
ally. She writes stories for secular publications, 
and has a mind seemingly as strong as that ofa 
grown woman. She is absolutely undeveloped 
sexually; there is not even a suspicion of hair on 
the pubes. She appears to be in perfect health, 
but the family have the presentiment that she 
will not live long, I suppose from the fact that she 
is undeveloped and twenty-three yeers of age. 

Dr. J. M. Mathews: As this seems to be the 
proper time to report anomalous cases, I have a 
companion piece to the one mentioned by Dr. 
Samuel. He reports a case of a married woman 
without a semblance of a vagina. I reported to 
this Society some time ago the case of a married 
man without any semblance of a penis, with a 
urethra opening into the rectum. This man was 
normally developed in every other respect, but he 
was born without a penis. 

Dr. W. C. Dugan: I would like to add one 
case. Not long ago a person was sent to me in a 
buggy. When the carriage drove up to my office, 
what appeared to be a woman alighted and 
walked up the pavement, taking strides, it seemed 
to me, sbout four feet in length. I went to the 
door myself and she (it?) asked if I were Dr. Du- 
gan, in a very coarse, masculine voice. I asked 
if she were (it?) the patient sent to me by 
Dr. S., and she said she was. She was chewing 
wax, just as a woman is given to do, and I no- 
ticed in stepping out of the carriage she did not 
use the step at the side, but stepped out on the 
pavement, as men are in the habit of doing. 
She had been going around thinking she was a 
girl up to two years ago, when she found that 
she was not a girl. She said most of her com- 
panions had been girls, more girls than boys, and 
the doctor who sent her to me found she wasa 
male. In his note he said there was no exter- 
nal evidence of a penis, and called my attention 
to the anomaly. By a careful examination I 
found there was a well defined penis, but it was 
ensheathed, along with the testes, in the scrotum. 
The scrotum is very poorly developed, and the 
testicles can be felt just over where the labia 
would normally be. hile the testicles are well 
developed, they are rather small. That the penis 
is within the scrotum is certain, because it can be 
demonstrated by erections which take place. She 
(or he) told me that when the penis becomes 
erect it lifts up the scrotum just like could be done 
by slipping your finger into an empty sac and 


then extending it. In this way he has intercourse, 
taking the female on his lap, introducing this 
covered penis between the labiz, the convexity 
upwards, and so indulges his passion. It is the 
most peculiar case I ever saw. It has been pro- 
posed to make an incision in the scrotum and 
liberate the penis, then uniting the cut scrotal 
walls, and with enough skin to cover it or else 
borrow skin from some part and make a covering 
for it. I hope to be able to show the patient to 
this Society before the operation is performed. 

There are very few such cases reported. Some 
of our best works on anatomy make no mention 
of suchananomaly. Partial development of some 
part of the penis is not so rare. 

Keyes, in speaking of‘‘Absenceof the Penis,” 
on page § of his most excellent work on “ Genito- 
Urinary Diseases and Syphilis,” says: ‘‘A case of 
congenital absence of the penis has been ob- 
served by Nelaton. The scrotum was well 
developed and contained testicles. The child 
urinated through the rectum. Another similar 
case has been reported by Goschler. Revolut 
has still another case. Bouteillier reports an in- 
fant seemingly without penis. Under the skin 
above the scrotum a movable body was felt. This 
was liberated by incision and proved to be a 
rudimentary penis.” 

In many respects this is like the case I met 
with. But the penis in the patient I saw was fair- 
ly well developed, and was in the scrotum be- 
tween the testes and rather moresuperficial. Along 
the course of the penis on lifting up scrotum were 
two small openings some distance apart, one near 
the end of penis, resembling somewhat a meatus, 
but this was a blind pouch. The other about the 
middle. smaller, though he told me it was theone 
he discharged his urine through. On close ex- 
amination of the scrotum there was a small part 
(beneath which was located the glans penis) that 
had all the appearance of muco-cutaneous tissue ; 
this was just above the opening I mentioned as 
resembling the meatus. The case is the most 
peculiar one so far reported, and I hope to make 
a more thorough report later, provided he submits 
to an operation. It was through the kindness ot 
Drs. Howard and Simpsan that I saw the case. 

He was unable to give much information as to 
the ejaculations, further than that they were 
through the same opening mentioned. 

Dr. Carl Weidner: I recently saw a case that 
is rather unusual as far as my experience goes: 
It is a case of vaginitisand vulvitis, with a purulent 
gonorrheeal discharge, in a baby four days old. 
The child is ill at the present time under my own 
care. The mother gave no history of disease ; 
she was in good health before the delivery and 
has remained so since, so there was no apparent 
cause for the infection. The child will probably 
get well under proper management, by douches, 
etc., keeping the parts thoroughly disinfected. 
There was no accompanying infection of the eyes. 





The Ohio Medical University has a department 
specially for midwives, the curriculum of study bein 
similar to that in the training schools for nurses, but it is 





intended simply for midwives. 
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THE USE OF DRY SPONGES IN THE TOILET OF THE 
PERITONEUM. 


By HomER I. Ostrom, M. D., NEw YORK. 





BDOMINAL surgery of the present day has 
for its keystone our recognition of the prac- 
ticability of performing the toilet of the perito- 
neum. All other points of technique fall into in- 
significance before this one, for by means of it 
we are able to anticipate, and, in a measure, con- 
trol, a chief source of danger attendant upon 
opening the abdominal cavity. 

Let me state more clearly what I understand 
by “ toilet of the peritoneum.” I make it embrace 
all that part of abdominal surgery that looks 
toward an aseptic condition of the peritoneum. 

It is evident that the steps which contribute to 
this end may be active or passive; that is to say, 
the principles of the peritoneal “toilet” may be 
obeyed by doing nothing—the peritoneum being 
clean—or the most active measures may be called 
for to accomplish the same end. Therefore, I say 
the object of this part of the technique of abdom- 
inal surgery being to leave the peritoneum clean, 
the technique includes non-interference as well 
as interference ; absence of method as well as 
method. 

And here let me say that the skill of the sur- 
geon is exhibited quite as much in his knowledge 
when to operate as it is in his decision to invoke 
mechanical aid to assist the reparative powers of 
nature. In like measure the judgment ofthe sur- 
geon which directs him to withhold his hand 
from manipulating the peritoneum, is quite as con- 
ducive to the success of his operation as the more 
active mechanical cleansing ofthe serous surfaces. 
I think many cases of abdominal surgery owe 
their complications and fatal issue to lack of judg- 
ment as to when to interfere and when not to in- 
terfere with the peritoneum. 

Not every abdomen that is opened requires to 
be cleansed ; indeed, comparatively few call for 
any toilet, for we must bear in mind that the peri- 
toneum is healthy unless invaded by disease— 
synonymous in this instance with septic organ- 
isms—and that to the function of providing a lubri- 
cating surface the peritoneum adds that of a 
digesting organ. We will also remember that 
the protecting surface of this most extensive of 
serous membranes—its endothelial covering—is 
easily removed, and, when absent, leaves ex- 
posed the underlying structures, which favors ab- 
sorption of any noxious material that may be 
present, or may subsequently gain access to the 
abdominal cavity. 

In no department of surgery is routine of tech- 
nique less indicated than in that which has to do 
with manipulation of the peritoneum, and in no 
department is intelligence, independent applica- 
tion of the general rules of operative surgery,more 
productive of good results than in abdominal sur- 


ery. 
. The point in the toilet of the peritoneum to 
which I in this place wish to direct especial atten- 
tion, is the use of dry sponges. The ideal ma- 





terial for this purpose is the softest, most readily 
absorbing substance obtainable. But other 
qualities must be taken into consideration. Sea 
sponges meet the first requirements, but after one 
using, no process that their texture endures will 
render them surgically clean. If, therefore, we 
cannot use a fresh set of sponges for each opera- 
tion—and here the question of expenditure must 
be considered—as aseptic surgeons we must dis- 
card natural sponges from our armamentarium. I 
have long since ceased to use them in my opera- 
iions, and have substituted for them the sterilized 
gauze and cotton balls. These, of course, are 
used at only one operation. 

My directions for their manufacture for use in my 
Private Hospital overcome the objections that have 
been urged against these sponges, especially for ab- 
dominal operations, namely, roughness of the 
gauze, and liability of shedding threads of lint, 
to be left in the abdominal cavity. 

Cheese cloth of medium quality is boiled for 
one hour to insure removal of all dressing, and to 
render it aseptic. This is then cut in disks of 
six inches diameter. A gathering string is run 
around the disk sufficiently far from its edge to 
permit of the edge being turned in when the 
string is tightened. Before tightening the string 
a piece of absorbent cotton of the size required 
for the completed sponge, is placed in the gauze. 
The string is then tightened and secured. The 
sponges thus made are sterilized,and not removed 
from the sterilizing tubes until required for use. 

While the toilet of the peritoneum frequently 
includes the use of water, I believe this to be an 
unfortunate necessity, and one that is resorted to 
oftener than is required. 

As I have before said, the endothelial covering 
of the peritoneum is exceedingly delicate, and 
easily removed. I have also referred to the re- 
sults that may follow such denudation, and I can- 
not but believe that the routine practice of 
flushing the abdominal cavity with quantities 
of water—some surgeons seem to attach a de- 
gree of glory to the number of gallons used—is 
injurious,and conducive to traumatism of the peri- 
toneum. Some cases require this cleansing; 
when there is reason to believe that pus has 
escaped and lies in the interstices of the abdo- 
minal cavity, no other means will suffice for its 
removal. Indeed, it may then be necessary to 
= peroxide of hydrogen into the abdomen, as I 

ave frequently done, but 1 never introduce any 
fluid into the abdomen unless absolutely neces- 
sary,and then always under a mental protest and 
a careful balancing of the advantages of remov- 
ing every particle of noxious material, against the 
disadvantages of injuring the peritoneum in hith- 
erto intact regions, the consequent forming of 
absorbing areas, and the formation of adhering 
surfaces between abdominal and pelvic viscera. 

The peritoneum is a kind servant but a cruel 
master, and while it will bear an astonishing de- 
gree of manipulation when the alternative is sep- 
tic absorption, it will resent audacious and unnec- 
essary handling. 

Let me not be misunderstood; to avert the great- 
est evil of abdominal surgery—septic peritonitis—I 
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hesitate at no measures, however heroic, to con- 
trol this terror of the laparotomist. Even if I 
knew that the means I adopted would deprive 
the viscera ofaconsiderable portion of peritoneum, 
such aresult I regard as insignificant in face of the 
greater evil, for I feel more confidence in the re- 
sources of our art to meet such a condition than 
to control septic poisoning. But I believe a 
large proportion of laparotomies do not require 
irrigating any more than they require drainage, 
neither do they require sponging, and when 
sponges are used they should be used dry. 

Water introduced into the abdominal cavity, 
even that in a squeezed sponge, is one more ele- 
ment of danger. Moreover, a squeezed gauze 
sponge does not absorb as readily as a dry one, 
and requires to be pressed with more force to 
effect the removal of the foreign material. Hence, 
for all ordinary purposes, when it is necessary to 
make a toilet of the peritoneum, I employ dry 
sponges, carried with care to the region it is de- 
sired to cleanse. Blood, blood clots, even lim- 
ited pus focii, can thus be removed with a mini- 
mum risk of denuding the peritoneum, without 
rendering more absorbable the materials to be re- 
moved ; thus their passage to remote portions of 
the abdomen, otherwise secure from invasion, is 
guarded against. 

Even what we call bad pus cases may frequently 
be operated on without irrigating or flushing ; in 
other words, can be completed as dry operations, 
by care in shutting offthe peritoneal cavity with 
aseptic pads and sponges. Desperate cases are 
thus converted into comparatively safe ones, 
throughtruly conservative technique. Audacious 
and showy methods give place to skillful and 
scientific procedures, greatly, as may be antici- 
pated, to the advantage of the patient, and assur- 
edly to the credit of the surgeon. 





ANTISEPTIO TREATMENT OF BURNS.* 


By J. HUBLEY SCHALL, M.D., NEw York. 
| Shape se he peerage opportunities have been af- 
forded me in hospital practice of observing 
the management of different degrees of burns, as 
has been suggested, as a result of a personal ex- 
perience covering about fifty cases. 
The method of treatment pursued is somewhat 
out of the usual course, more difficult to practice, 
and, judging from results obtained, superior to 


that of any method in vogue to which my atten- | 


ion has been called. 

Dr. Martin, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
divides burns into six degrees, as follows : 

First degree: Simple erythemia, with no tissue 
destruction. 

Second degree: Vesication with destruction 
of the superficial layers. 

Third degree: Destruction of the epiderm 
and greater part of the true skin. 

Fourth degree: Destruction of the true skin 
and subcutaneous tissues. 





*Read before the Kings County Medical Society, May, 


1595. 








Fifth degree: The deep facia is penetrated 
and the muscles are involved. 

Sixth degree: Destruction of the entire part. 

Treatment: In burns that are extensive, and in 
which the patient is suffering from extreme shock, 
after carefully removing the clothing, I make a 
direct application ot crude petroleum to the burnt 
surface ; later, the patient is immersed in a warm 
bath of bicarbonate of soda, and is kept there 
until the pulse and temperature improve. 

If the burns be of the first or second degree, a 
dressing of gauze, saturated with bicarbonate of 
soda, is applied, and covered with oiled muslin. 
This dressing is allowed to remain until it be- 
comes dry, or from twenty-four to forty-eight 
hours ; it is then removed and another similar 
dressing applied. This treatment is continued 
until the patient has entirely recovered. 

The technique of treatment employed by me in 
all other burns is based on strict antiseptic prin- 
ciples, and is best shown in the history of the fol- 
lowing case : 

Daniel C., age twenty-nine years, was ad- 
mitted to the hospital on the morning of July 19th 
suffering untold agony from burns about the face 
and neck, the superior portion of the chest, both 
arms, the left thigh and the back from the scapu- 
le to the crest of the ilia, the degree varying 
from the Ist to the 4th. 

After the usual preliminary treatment, the 
patient was anesthetized and the entire burnt 
surface thoroughly washed with a weak solution of 
bichloride, 1-4000, shaved and purified. By “ pur- 
ifying” I mean securing the most antiseptic 
cleansing of the entire surface,every shred being 
removed by shaving and the use of curved 
scissors. 

Having freed the surface from all charred tissue, 
which isan excellent soil for the rapid production 
of the streptococcus pyogenus, the entire area was 
freely irrigated with a solution of bichloride, 
1-4000, then lightly dusted with a powder com- 
posed of iodoform one part, to six parts of boracic 
acid. The surface was then covered with aseptic, 
perforated oiled silk, and over this was applied a 
layer of iodoform, bichloride and sterilized gauze, 
finally sterilized cotton and a snugly fitting band- 
age. The arms were retained in straight splints 
during the entire treatment. 

The temperature, the night after admission, 
was 101° ; the pulse strong but rapid. At times 
the patient was delirious, and cried almost con- 
stantly for water until the following morning, 
when he became quiet and slept for five hours. 
Up to the fourth day the temperature ranged 
from 99.2° to 101.8°, when he developed a violent 
gastro-intestinal catarrh. Nux-vomica was given, 
with the result of clearing up this condition by 
the evening of the sixth day. The gastro-intesti- 
nal condition subsiding, the kidneys became 
involved, the urinary secretions amounting to less 
than nine ounces in twenty-four hours. Can- 
tharis was clearly indicated,and prescribed with 
the desired effect. 

On the morning of the sixth day the arms and 
face were redressed, there being no signs of sup- 
puration. On the following morning the remain- 
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ing parts were redressed with the above results. 
Up to the twenty-first day, the time of his dis- 
charge, the patient's recovery was rapid and un- 
eventful. On leaving the hospital nothing could 
be noticed but a slight erythema of the back and 
arms ; the face and neck were free from any 
blemish whatever. 

The success of this treatment depends upon the 
roper and thorough antiseptic character of the 
rst dressing, the coagulation of the albuminous 

discharges from the raw surfaces, and the avoid- 
ance of puncturing the membrane that forms, due 
to the bichloride on the albuminous discharges. 

Throughout the entire treatment the case was 
redressed four times, and the patient experienced 
little or no pain twenty-four hours after the first 
dressing was applied. 

Some claim that suppuration cannot be pre- 
vented in the treatment of burns. It is my belief 
that if strict antisepsis is carried out, and sound 
judgment displayed in regard to the time of re- 
dressing, suppuration would never occur. 

In redressing extensive burns an anesthetic 
should be used. I have found, especially in these 
cases, that the oxygenated chloroform is the ideal 
anesthetic. 

If properly administered it is comparatively 
safe where other anzsthetics, on account of the 
shock they produce, are contra-indicated. 

In all severe cases of burns I anticipate neph- 
ritic complications, so it is my custom to start 
early with the free use of milk, vichy and Poland 
water. By frequently flushing the kidneys and 
functionally assisting the eliminating organs, less 
trouble from deficient renal action follows. 

In summarizing I would mention the following 
advantages of this treatment : 

First : Infrequency of redressing. 

Second : Diminished pain after its application. 

Third : Freedom from odor. 

Fourth : Rapid regeneration of tissue. 








CLINIQUE. 


EXTRA-UTERINE PREGNANOY.* 


By J. W. IRwin, M.D., LOUISVILLE, Ky. 








cere™ weeks ago I was hurriedly called after 

midnight to see Mrs. X. I found her suffer- 
ing a great deal of pain, with a temperature sub- 
normal, and bathed in a cold perspiration, at the 
same time complaining of rigors. She was very 
pale, considerably emaciated, respiration hurried, 
pulse small and 140to the minute. Axillary tem- 
erature 97° Fahr. The condition of the patient 
ooked quite alarming. I made a physical ex- 
amination, such as I could make at that hour of 
the night, and came to the conclusion that there 
was pus forming, or that pus had formed in the 
cavity of the abdomen. I administered such 
remedies as would afford relief, and on the follow- 
ing morning made a local examination per vagi- 





*Reported to the Louisville Clinical Society by C. C. 
Mapes, Louisville, Ky. 





nam. The history was that the lady had not 
menstruated for the preceding two months, and 
before development of the alarming symptoms I 
have mentioned she had suffered much pain in the 
ote chiefly in the region of the right ovary. 

he had pain in her back, in the loins, there was 
tympanites, the abdomen being greatly distended 
with gas. She could not void her urine volun- 
tarily. 

I learned that she had been sick for six or 
seven weeks previously, suffering intense pain in 
the abdomen, referred chiefly to the right side. 
The pain came on suddenly and was attended by 
pallor and prostration. I found she could not 
have a movement from the bowels, which gave 
rise to the fear that there might be intussuscep- 
tion. The patient was vomiting when I first saw 
her large quantities of green mucus, not bile, con- 
taining small particles of fecal matter, with a 
distinct fecal odor. On the following morning I 
found a large protrusion extending low into 
Douglas’ cul de sac. The uterus was entirely 
immovable, the pelvic structures seemed to be 
agglutinated, so that there was no motion of the 
uterus in any direction. Pressure seemed to be so 
great on the rectum that when I tried to intro- 
duce a rectal bougie it would not go over one inch 
above the internal sphincter. The mass low in 
the pelvis appeared to be soft, and evidences of 
sepsis were present, with a jaundiced hue of the 
skin. There was no color inher lips; she seemed 
to be almost exsanguinated. I advised animme- 
diate operation, which was done a few hours 
afterward, and a large quantity of pus, broken 
down tissue, and dark blood clots were evacuated 
through Douglas’ cul de sac. The clinical evi- 
dences of an extra-uterine pregnancy were 
present. The patient lay in a state between life 
and death, so to speak, for several days, but 
gradually her health improved, and to-day, seven 
weeks since the operation, she was able to come 
to my office, having gained enough strength to 
walk with ease over a mile. The uterus is freely 
movable and the fluctuating mass has entirely 
disappeared, so too have the evidences of ectopic 
pregnancy that seemed to have occurred in the 
right ovary. 

The case was interesting, in view of the fact 
that she had been attended by skillful physicians, 
as far as I could learn, and the error in diagnosis 
almost cost her life. I think the error came about 
largely from the fact that no local examination 
had been made. It appears that all the senses 
were not employed by the physicians in this case, 
and had the patient died Iam very much inclined 
to believe that death would have been attributed 
by those in attendance previously to intussuscep- 
tion of the bowels. 

Dr. Wathen did the operation, and attended to 
the surgical part of the work subsequently, and 
the result in the case is particularly favorable. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr. Carl Weidner: Dr. Irwin certainly draws a 
very valuable and practical deduction in > end 
of this case. We can never be too careful in ex- 
amining our patients. Had this woman been 
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properly examined it is very likely some attention 
would have been drawn to trouble within the ab- 
domen or pelvis to account for the condition in 
which he found her. I was recently called to see 
a woman, who gave the history of having been 
bleeding from the uterus for three months. She 
had had a baby three months before that, I 
naturally thought I had to deal with a case of 
retained membranes, which had given rise to the 
repeated hemorrhages. The family positively did 
not want the physician who had been in attend- 
ance, and after this statement I consented to treat 
the woman, and proceeded to make an examina- 
tion. I found, not what I had expected, but to 
my great surprise I found the vagina almost 
filled with a large neoplasm. The tumor seemed 
to be made up principally of the uterus itself. It 
was a ragged, readily bleeding, irregular mass, 
extending backwards toward the rectum and for- 
ward toward the bladder. The stench was so 
tremendous as to be almost unendurable. In 
other words, without further examination, I think 
no one would have hesitated in pronouncing it a 
typical case of carcinoma. The woman had been 
bleeding for three months; some physician had 
seen her a month previously, but he had never 
examined her as to the cause of the bleeding, and 
consequently overlooked the condition entirely. 
I told the family I wanted some one else to see 
the patient, and two physicians have seen her 
since, and each independently came to the same 
conclusion—that the woman was on the verge of 
death from malignant disease. This case is to 
show the importance of making a thorough ex- 
amination of every case brought before us. 

Dr. W. H. Wathen: I feel that I can add noth- 
ing to the description of the case as detailed by 
Dr. Irwin. When | saw the woman I realized 
that she was in a very critical condition, and upon 
examination confirmed in every particular the 
diagnosis that Dr. Irwin had made. In fact, I do 
not understand how any one who would study the 
case could have failed to make an examination, 
and when the examination was made, and the 
history of the case considered, the diagnosis of 
ruptured extra-uterine pregnancy with the usual re- 
sults following after this length of time were evi- 
dent. The patient was in such a precarious con- 
dition that to have attempted a suprapubic opera- 
tion would have been bad surgery, because I think 
she would have died of shock. Within one and 
one-half hours after I was called in consultation, 
we operated through the posterior vaginal fornix, 
removing the contents as described by Dr. 
Irwin—pus mixed with clotted, decomposed 
blood. The woman had no shock after the opera- 
tion. In a few hours afterward she was in every 
way much better; very soon gas passed freely, 
and the next day the bowels moved, and, though 
very weak for a while, she continued gradually to 
improve, until to-day she was able to call upon 
Dr. Irwin at his office. I have not seen her for 
probably a month. There is a great deal of this 
kind of work that could be done per vaginam 
without endangering the life of the woman, to the 
same extent as would be done were we to attempt 
to approach the pathological condition in the pel- 





vis through the abdomen. I think many of these 
cases can be cured permanently by drainage 
through the vagina without much danger to life, 
and even if they cannot be cured the immediate 
symptoms can be relieved, and the patient will 
regain strength enough to resist a radical opera- 
tion later. The treatment of the case by Dr. 
Irwin has resulted even more favorably thanI an- 
ticipated, and there will probably be no further 
operative measures at any time indicated. 

Dr. Louis Frank: I am led to ask if there were 
any further evidences than clotted blood as indi- 
cative of an extra-uterine pregnancy in this case, 
and if a microscopical examination has been made 
to determine positively the nature of the condi- 
tion ? 

Dr. J. W. Irwin: No microscopical investiga- 
tion was made, but the clinical history of the case 
and all the obtainable facts seemed to indicate 
the condition was one of extra-uterine pregnancy; 
the very fact that she had not menstruated for 
two months led me to that opinion, also the fact 
that the trouble came on suddenly, and seemed 
to be confined to one ovary. The amount of fluid 
discharged at the operation was about three pints; 
possibly one-third of it was broken-down black 
blood, very fetid and evidently much decomposed. 
The bowels acted well without medication the 
next day after the operation, and she felt greatly 
relieved. The actions have occurred regularly 
ever since. She menstruated seven days ago. 
The flow lasted five days, and was normal in 
every respect. The wound in the cul de sac has 
entirely healed ; there is no leucorrhceal discharge, 
no discomfort about the pelvis, and the uterus is 
freely movable. 

Dr. W. H. Wathen : I purposely avoided going 
into the history of the case,as it was reported by 
Dr. Irwin, but there is no way, so far as I can see, 
to account for the condition found, except that it 
is an extra-uterine pregnancy. Here wasa woman, 
a typical specimen of good health, so far as her 
general condition was concerned. She had good 
nutrition, rich blood, was well formed, muscular, 
and active, always regular in her menstruation ; 
had not been pregnant for several years, had 
missed her period twice, had not exposed herself 
during this time to anything that would prevent 
menstruation. She suddenly had intense pain in 
the right side, there was evidence of great shock, 
she became pallid, showing loss of blood, was 
taken home,and partially recovered fromthe shock, 
finally having a relapse of the trouble, then 
gradually centinued to grow worse, until decom- 
position began and sepsis was established. Now, 
in the operation the conditions found were such 
that we seldom find from any other cause than 
extra-uterine pregnancy. It is seldom that we 
have a pelvic hematocele filling the entire pelvis, 
except as a result of extra-uterine pregnancy. 
These cases were originally believed to be the re- 
sult of the rupture of a vessel, caused by conges- 
tion during the monthly period, or at other times 
from the same condition of these structures. But 
this is found now almost universally not true, and 
while we cannot find in all cases decidual mem- 
branes, chorionic or placental villi, we can hev- 
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ertheless arrive at an approximately correct diag- 
nosis of extra-uterine pregnancy by the direct 

mptoms and by exclusion. I found in this case 
that the ovary upon the right side was enlarged 
apparently about the size we would have at this 
time of pregnancy caused by a corpus luteum. It 
is impossible for me to believe that there could 
have been a mistake in the diagnosis. 

Dr. P.Gunterman: The following case is not 
of much importance, but I will report it, for the 
reason that I desire to contradict a few things 
Dr. Weidner has said, I was called to seea 
young woman five weeks ago, and delivered her 
of a baby seven months old which had been dead 
about a month according to her calculation. The 
delivery was proper, normal and right, and while 
the child was dead it was not decomposed, the 
amnion was sweet, there was no odor about it, 
the delivery was accomplished without injury, and 
the woman made a good recovery. Within ten 
days she was attending to her domestic duties ; 
anyway she was up about the house in perhaps 
a week after delivery. I should say the lochia 
was normal and proper and stopped in due time. 
About ten days after the delivery she had a 
slight discharge from the uterus; in two or three 
days that ceased and she was perfectly well. 
Three weeks after delivery of the child the 
woman was taken ill. I had known her for 
twenty years, was aware that she was very nerv- 
ous, and when she complained I thought it was 
nothing but a period of hysteria. She trembled 
all over, her muscles would jerk or jump, you 
could feel and see it ; she had a normal tempera- 
ture and normal pulse; this state of affairs 
continued for three or four days; meantime there 
was a slight discharge from the vagina, which 
seemed to become more persistent because of the 
nervous trouble, and I called my friend Dr. 
Satterwhite in consultation. I explained to him 
that she was a very nervous woman. We saw her 
together on two consecutive days: on the third 
morning we accidently found out what was the 
matter. She had these nervous muscular twitch- 
ings, she also had a cough ; it was not exactly a 
cough but she said there was a feeling of distress 
about the chest,a choking sensation, she could 
not move her head, she could not move her arms 
without experiencing the feeling that they would 
drop off, etc. The third morning, when we called 
to see her, she said: ‘‘ Doctor, last night, all of 
a sudden, I took a very severe pain in my left 
knee, the knee became swollen, and I could not 
step on the ground.” We came to the conclusion 
that it was a case of rheumatism and put her 
upon anti-rheumatic treatment, which in due 
time relieved all her symptoms. 

The point I wish to make is this, that it is not 
always right, that it is not always proper, to ex- 
amine a woman every time and all the time be- 
cause there may be a little bleeding or a slight 
discharge from the vagina ; if the woman has been 
properly delivered, if the afterbirth has been taken 
away or comes away properly, and we can judge 
with reasonable accuracy that everything is all 
right, I do not think we have any business to in- 
sert a finger into the vagina. Very often—I would 





not hesitate to say once out of three times+-we 
find that a woman that has been properly deliv- 
ered will have a little discharge from the vagina 
after the regular flow for a month or two, or for 
several weeks, but this does not justify us in mak- 
ing a thorough examination after the woman has 
been properly delivered. 

The case Dr. Weidner has reported is excep- 
tional and unfortunate, but no man had any reason 
to believe there was any serious trouble, and cer- 
tainly had no business to make a thorough exam- 
ination unless there were sufficient other evidences 
to justify it. If delivery was properly accom- 
plished, if the afterbirth and secundines came 
away completely and thoroughly—and I think 
every man that delivers a woman ought to see 
that the secundines come away properly before 
leaving the case; if he does not he is guilty of 
neglect—if he knows that the secundines have 
come away, every part of the membranes have 
been delivered rightly and properly, I do not 
think that a little bleeding or a little discharge 
for six or eight weeks even is any indication at 
all that a man ought to make any further physical 
examination. 

Dr. J. W. Irwin: I made some reference to the 
fact, in reporting my case, which brought out 
some remarks by Dr. Weidner, that an error 
seemed to have been committed in not making a 
diagnosis, that a thorough investigation of the 
case had not been made to establish, the cause of 
this patient’s trouble. This seems to have brought 
about a misunderstanding between my friends, 
Dr. Guntermann and Dr. Weidner, in view of the 
statements the latter has made in support of mine. 
Now, I am very much inclined to believe, and I 
think I can speak impartially, that Dr. Gunter- 
mann has not established a single point at vari- 
ance with the statements made by either Dr. 
Weidner or myself. The whole question narrows 
itself down to this fact, that the apparent neces- 
sities of every case should govern the physician 
in his investigations. I do not think, however, 
that Dr. Guntermann, although his remarks are 
very conservative, and I know they are sincere, 
fully realizes the dangerous statements which he 
has made. Why should physicians not make ex- 
aminations per vaginam three or four, or even 
one day after delivery, if there is anything which 
in their opinion calls tor it? Cannot the hand be 
rendered aseptic? Is it not possible to do such a 
thing without pain? Most assuredly it is. I say 
then, it is neglect of duty, where there is any in- 
dication pointing to the fact that there may be 
something going on the exact nature of which the 
attending physician may not be aware, if he does 
not thoroughly and fully investigate it. It is the 
duty of every physician to thoroughly investigate 
his case. We know the lochial discharge 
after the birth of a male child will, under 
normal conditions last for a certain length of 
time; we know it will last after the birth of a fe- 
male child perhaps longer; we know that some 
mothers will have a discharge that will last much 
longer than others; we know there are conditions 
of the system which will cause it to last 
longer; we know there are conditions of 
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labor which will bring about certain changes in 
the uterus; we know there are certain forms of 
leucorrhcea which may remain for some time and 
keep up a vaginal discharge. Taking all these 
factsinto consideration, if we believe an investiga- 
tion would aid us in removing the cause of the 
trouble, I can see no reason why we should not 
make a thorough examination under the condi- 
tions which intelligent therapeutics have brought 
to our aid. Furthermore, I think the statements 
made by Dr. Guntermann are ill-advised. Not- 
withstanding the fact that I know his sincerity, I 
know his ability in this branch of medicine and I 
know his hesitancy in examining mothers un- 
necessarily, yet I believe in all cases where we 
have reason to doubt the nature of the disease we 
are not doing our duty unless we make a thorough 
investigation. I think forensic medicine would 
hold us responsible for neglect of duty. We are 
not only responsible for sins of commission in 
forensic medicine, but we are responsible for sins 
of omission, and I may say sins of omission very 
much oftener than sins of commission. 

Dr. J. M. Krim: I cannot conceive what harm can 
come ofa physician making a physical examination 
of a woman even the first or second day after 
labor. He knows perfectly well if he has deliv- 
ered her—at least he ought to know—that every- 
thing is allright. We know that if the child has 
been properly delivered without injury to the 
mother that the secundines will come away 
promptly. It stands to reason also if labor has 
been unduly prolonged that there may be some 
bruising of the soft parts of the pelvis which may 
prolong oozing, but if this oozing continues be- 
yond a certain period it ought to be investigated. 
A local discharge ought not to continue longer 
than two weeks unless there is some unusual con- 
dition existing, a lacerated cervix or a tear in the 
perineum, etc. I fear that we often neglect mak- 
ing a thorough examination in cases of this kind. 
In the case Dr. Weidner has reported, if a 
thorough investigation had been made after 
labor, the woman might have been saved 
the ravages of malignant disease. I can 
cite a case similar to the one _ reported 
by Dr. Weidner, where if a thorough examination 
had been made following delivery the life of the 
patient might have been saved. She was deliv- 
ered last July by a midwife, and developed some 
months later a carcinoma of the cervix. She was 
the mother of five children, this being the sixth. 
The child weighed six pounds. The same mid- 
wife had delivered her in a confinement ten or 
twelve months previously. When I was called I 
was told that the patient had been bleeding for 
four months. It required only a superficial exam- 
ination to reveal the condition. Dr. Wathen saw 
the case and curetted the uterus, removing all the 
diseased tissue that was possible, and if the 
woman had been carefully examined prior to that 
time, before the rectum and bladder became in- 
volved in the cancerous process, she might have 
been saved by doing a hysterectomy. In the 
unfortunate condition in which Dr. Wathen found 
her he could advise nothing except a thorough 
curetting, and this is all that was done. Tempo- 








rary relief was afforded by this procedure, bleed- 
ing became less, but she is now in a worse condi- 
tion than before; in fact, she is dying from the 
extension of the cancerous processes. 

Dr. Carl Weidner: I would like to record an 
additional statement in connection with the case 
I briefly reported: The case was exceptional in 
this respect, that the woman is only twenty-five 
years of age. She had not been examined since 
the labor, which occurred three months previously. 

Dr. P. Guntermann: I do not mean to say that 
any case which presents evidences of disease 
ought to be examined. But I repeat shat any case 
that has been properly delivered and treated, and 
only shows some little irregularities in getting 
well, is not one that ought to be subjected to severe 
examination. 


ENORMOUS GALL-STONE.* 
By A. MORGAN CARTLEDGE, M. D., 
VILLE, Ky. 


Professor of the Trinciples and Practice of Surgery and 
Clinical Surgery in the Louisville Medical 
College, etc., Louisville, Ky. 
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T= specimen which I shall presently exhibit 
has quite a remarkable history, and I will 
briefly give it in detail. Fifteen days ago I re- 
ceived a letter from a physician in the interior of 
the State, saying that he had a patient that was 
suffering from gall-stones. He gave me a com- 
plete history of the case, and I agreed with 
him that the diagnosis was probably correct. 
The patient came to this city for operation 
seven days ago. I examined her in my office on 
Monday morning, and found a tumor occupying 
the right side of the abdomen as low down as the 
umbilicus, which I made out to be the liver; I 
was quite satisfied that it was the liver, as there 
was the normal liver dullness, and the tumor had 
every appearance of being the liver upon exam- 
ination. 

The history was that four months ago the pa- 
tient, in lifting something which was very heavy, 
was seized with severe pain in the right side, just 
below the border of the ribs, which lasted without 
intermission until a physician was called, about a 
week afterward. At this time a tumor was easily 
recognized, which, as she expressed it, would 
come and go at intervals. She gave atypical his- 
tory of distended gall bladder with collapse of the 
contents, with the probability of obstruction from 
a calculus. 

Four or five weeks ago this tumor developed. 
After she came under the observation of the doc- 
tor who wrote me concerning the case, he said 
her highest temperature was 103° Fahr.; she had 
great emaciation, rapid and feeble pulse. Her 
pulse was 120 to 130 when she came to this city ; 
I operated the next day afterher arrival ; making 
a free incision I found that the tumor which had 
been felt was the liver, occupying the position 
that I show you. Running along the lower bor- 





* Reported to the Louisville Surgical Society, by C. C. 
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der of the liver was the transverse colon. Deep 
underneath the right lobe of the liver, extending 
quite far back and well covered by the liver, was 
a mass as large as my fist, the omentum, trans- 
verse colon and lower border of the liver being 
quite firmly attached to it. This mass when first 
manipulated gave the appearance of being can- 
cerous, but the disposition of dense adhesions 
led me to believe that it was inflammatory and 
not cancerous. I isolated whwt I thought was 
the region of the gall bladder, the notch of the 
liver, but the adhesions were so dense that dis 

section could not be proceeded with; it was im- 
possible to press the finger between the notch of 
the liver, which was pushed far to the right, the 
liver being displaced downward. With the idea 
that the trouble was inflammatory I suggested 
aspiration of the tumor, which could be plainly 
felt, through the lower margin of the liver, to 
evacuate the pus. The needle when introduced 
passed in fully two and one-half inches, when pus 
was found. I then rapidly packed gauze around 
the field of operation, and made a free incis- 
ion into the liver and evacuated about five ounces 
of pus from the tumor on the under side of the 
liver. Linserted a tube and irrigated the cavity 
until the fluid came away clear, then passed 
another drainage-tube through the wound down 
into the sac, packed gauze around it and closed 
the opening. 

The patient has had no untoward symptoms. 
The pulse has diminished in frequency ; the liver 
has commenced to assume its normal position and 
size, and her temperature has been reduced to 
normal; pulse yesterday, 84. The wound has 
been dressed and repacked every day since the 
operation, a week ago. In repacking the wound 
yesterday I detected a hard substance down at 
the bottom of the sac, which felt to the touch of 
the probe like a calculus, certainly a foreign body 
of some kind. To-day I removed the stitches, 
and, breaking up enough of the plastic union 
which had taken place to introduce my finger, I 
carried it down through the opening in the liver 
until I could feel the specimen which I will pres- 
ently exhibit. I enlarged the opening in the liver 
by gentle dilatation until I reached the sac, and 
removed this enormous calculus that I now show 
you. Of course it was necessary to give the pa- 
tient chloroform in order to accomplish removal. 
It is the largest gall stone that I have ever re- 
moved, and the largest one that I have ever seen, 
being the size of a small hen's egg. 


A OURE FOR OOLDS. 





Schnee suggests percussing the terminal branches of 
the nerves supplying the mucous membrane of the nose 
with a small hammer made of india rubber, the slight 
shocks having the effect of contracting the blood vessels. 

The location proposed is the forehead, just above the 
root of the nose, extending outward over the eyebrows. 
The prim result is to increase secretion. Chronic 
nasal catarrh may also be treated in this manner, but 
requires heavier treatment more prolonged. 





There is only one sudden death among women to eight 
among men. 





AMPUTATION AT THE HIP BY THE WYETH 
METHOD.* 


By H. HORACE GRANT, M. D., LOUISVILLE, Ky. 
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| PRESENT for your examination a photograph 

of an enchondroma of the knee joint, removed 
from a woman aged thirty-two years, the growth 
having undergone sarcomatous degeneration. 
Microscopical examination showed extensive 
cartilaginous deposits, with spindle cells of sar- 
coma scattered all through the tumor. The 
growth began in the knee joint four years ago, 
but within the last year had grown very rapidly. 
The leg was amputated at the hip joint by the 
Wyeth method. The leg weighed sixty-five pounds 
after the operation. Thetumor extended up upon 
the bony structures entirely up to the hip joint. 
All muscular structures as high up as they were 
attached to the femur were more or less involved, 
and in making the amputation it was practically 
impossible to get away all the diseased tissue, 
that is all the structure that showed evi- 
dences. of sarcomatous involvement. The 
operation was done after the method suggested 
by Wyeth; time required in its accomplishment, 
thirty-five minutes. ihe woman was septic at 
the time of the operation, pulse 130 to the minute, 
temperature, 101° Fahr. The day after the op- 
eration, when the first dressings were removed, 
they were shown to be somewhat offensive, and 
in four or five days there was quite a discharge at 
the corner of the wound which was left for drain- 
age. This discharge was evidently due to a 
sloughing of some of the diseased material which 
it was impossible togetaway. The woman, how- 
ever has done remarkably well, her temperature 
now being normal, pulse 110. The most interest- 
ing feature about the case is that now, three 
weeks after the extensive operation for the most 
malignant form of sarcoma, the woman seems to 
be perfectly well. The wound looks unusually 
healthy and has almost completely closed, and 
she has a fair chance of complete recovery from 
the disease. Ulceration had taken place, and the 
patient had been septic for three or four months 
before the operation. 





A HOT BATH WILL BRING SLEEP. 


Sup’ a person to be tired out by overwork of any kind, 
to fool nervous, irritable and worn, to be absolutely cer- 
tain that bed means only tossing for hours in an unhappy 
wakefulness. Weall know this condition of the body and 
mind. Turn on the hot water in the bathroom and soak 
in the hot bath until the drowsy feeling comes, which will 
be within three minutes; rub yourself briskly with a 
coarse Turkish towel until the body is perfectly dry, and 
then go to bed. You will sleep the sleep of the just, and 
rise in the morni agg or bey you could have felt so 
badly the night before. The has saved many a one 
from a sleepless night, if not from a severe headache the 
next day.— Dr. Cyrus Edson, in Fune Ladies’ Home 
Fournal. 


* Reported to the Louisville Surgical Society, by C. C. 
Mapes, Louisville, Ky. 
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A TREATISE ON APPENDICITIS. 
D., containing thirty-two full 
illustrations. Philadelphia: 
Co., 1896. 

The author, in his preface, says: “It has been my de- 
sire to present in this volume such a systematic study of 
the disease that not only the usual symptoms may be 
traced from their inception to their termination, but also 
that the various anomalous conditions, so frequently met 
with, may be recognized with equal facility, I have 
therefore endeavored to emphasize the etiology, symp- 
tomatology, and special technique in the operative treat- 
ment.” The five hundred cases which have passed under 
the care of the author have evidently been carefully 
studied. The volume is one of the most beautiful speci- 
mens of bookmaking we have ever seen. 





LEA BROTHERS & Co, announce the publication, Sep- 
tember ist, of a revised edition of “Gray's Anatomy.” 

In this new edition every page has received the careful 
scrutiny of a corps of eminent American anatomists, and 
such changes have been made as are necessary to repre- 
sent the advances in anatomical knowledge and in 
methods of —— since the recent issuance of the 
thirteenth edition. The section on the brain, spinal cord 
and viscera has been entirely rewritten, and the new 
matter added throughout will increase the work by about 
seventy-five pages. 

Not less important is the addition of about 135 new and 
handsome a enriching and compieting the 
unrivalled series of illustrations which have always formed 
a distinguishing feature of this work. As heretofore, dis- 
tinctive colors have been used to give greater prominence 
to the attachments of muscles, and to veins, arteries and 
nerves. There has been no increase in price. 





TWENTIETH CENTURY PRACTICE, An International En- 
cyclopedia of Modern Medical Science. By leading 
authorities of Europe and America. Edited by 
Thomas L. Stedman, M.D., New York City. In 
twenty volumes. Volume VIII., “ Diseases of the 
Digestive Organs.” New York: William Wood & 


Co., 1896. 

Volume VIII. is issued out of the regular order, and 
will be followed by Vol. VII. The present volume has 
been prepared by eight different authors, four American 
and four German. 

Diseases of the Mouth, by two German authors, Johann 
Mikielicz and Werner Kummel, occupies seventy-eight 

es. Both authors occupy prominent positions in the 
niversity of Breslau. 

Diseases of the A2sophagus, eighteen pages, by Prof. 
Fitz, of Harvard. 

Diseases of the Stomach, by Prof. Max Einhorn, of the 
Post Graduate School in this city, covers 212 es, and 
is one of the clearest and most scientific, as well as prac- 
tical, presentations of the subjects discussed we have seen. 

This treatise alone, if bound in a book by itself, would 
be “= g! worth the price of the entire volume. 

Prof. Curtis, of the Post Graduate School and the Can- 
cer Hospital, devotes 100 pages to Diseases of the Perito- 
neum, presenting very clearly the recent advances made in 
diagnosis and treatment. 

Animal Parasites and Their Treatment, are given by 
Prof. Huber, of Bavaria, and Prof. French, of Cincinnati. 

The eighth volume fully maintains the reputation of the 
preceding volumes for scientific accuracy, representing 
the most advanced thought of our profession. 





Dr. H. I. Ostrom will ange his private hospital, 127 
West Forty-seventh street, October 1, 1896. This hospital 
is one of the best appointed private hospitals in this city, 
if not in the world, and we have no doubt will show the 
coming year the almost phenomenal success of the past 
year. 





“THE SEXUAL FUNCTION” IN CALIFORNIA. 





To the Editors of the NEW. YORK MEDICAL TIMES: 
Homceopathic journalistic literature is nothing if not 
sui generis, The reason is not far to seek, It used to be 
thought that “the mob of gentlemen who write with 
ease invariably became omceopathic editors (the 
Minneapolis Homeopathic Magazine being the exception 
that proves the rule). This explains much, and the in- 
ventive genius that characterizes the nineteenth century 
does the rest. Cavilling doubters denied Carlyl's asser- 
tion that with sundry bits of wood and leather the Nurem- 
berg toy makers could manufacture a better preacher than 
the college-made article, but there remains little room 
for doubt when a few feet of gas piping suffice to make a 
Homceopathic editor. The marvel grows sensibly less if 
you remember that a pair of scissors and a paste pot have 
made many a Homceopathic author, It is respectfully 
submitted that the A/edical Century demonstrates this 
origin of both editor and author. But its proud pre- 
eminence is challenged by a suckling in the Occident, and 
the Century must look to its laurels. “Now all the 
world’s mine oyster ” was its boastful declaration at the 
last meeting of the Institute, but who cares for oysters in 
June! Yes, the Century is slain, and the jaw-bone that 
did the deed is a paper on “ The Sexual Function,” by 
an expert. This particular specimen of Homceopathic 
journalistic literature is just an orgasm of salacity, in 
the frenzy of which its victim confounds /wusction with 
passion. The sexual function, it may be observed in 
passing, is the supreme and universal endowment of all 
organic life,and its purpose is the perpetuation of species ; 
the sexual passion is the incentive to the exercise of the 
function. (This simple distinction is made solely for the 
benefit of the Occidental editor.) 
Our editor who writes with such fatal ease uses the term 
“ sexual life” with a looseness characteristic of his species, 
He maunders to this effect: “ The question arises as to 
the legitimate aim and special object of sexual power and 
sexual life. A seemingly easy reply is found in the im- 
perious demand for the propogation of the human race. 
* * * The only question which may be raised is 
whether or not this is the o#/y purpose of the sexual em- 
brace.” Having thus determined that, with him, sexual 
life and sexual embrace are equivalents, we will now apply 
his meaning to his dicta: “ It 1s calamitous to teach that 
the one object of the sexual embrace centers in the prop- 
agation of the race.” An “object” centering in is gas 
p'pe English, but the editor's language is not less remark- 
able than his declaration. Its very frankness gives it a 
bouquet of its own. He is so desirous of being not mis- 
understood that he reiterates: “To recapitulate—the 
propagation of the race is not the all-important object of 
the sexual embrace; it is but an incident.” Perhaps this 
explains the genesis of the species gas-pipe editors, and 
perhaps again the word “incident “ is a printer's error; 
the editor may have written: “The propagation of the 
race is not the all-important object of the sexual embrace; 
it is but an accident.” With this amended reading one 
can understand why “it is calamitous to teach that the 
one object of the sexual embrace centers in the propaga- 
tion of the race.” And when this “accident” occurs, it 
is our editor's creed that has taught even the wife to say 
that she has been “caught.” Exercising the highest func- 
tion of the race, in the highest estate of the social order, 
and “ caught” like a guilty delinquent because she has not 
escaped its legitimate consequence! “Calamitous!” 
Our editor considers whether or not the propagation of 
the race is the only purpose of the sexual embrace, with 
the air of a man who knows a thing or two, and while we 
are wondering whether it is a mere sensual delight or a 
solemn duty, he reconciles us to its “calamities” in the 
following eloquent squirt: *‘The sexual embrace was 
intended to be, and in its normal phase is,a powerful 
educator, a means of developing the best there is in man 
and woman, and of bestowing upon the children of true 
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love that spark of the divine nature which constitutes the 
dividing line between the brute creation and man.” 

Are not things a little mixed when sfarks constitute 
dividing lines? Surely these are pyrotechnic feats of 
which only a gas-pipe editor is capable. And isn’t he a 
little “off” on the “spark” business generally? and a 
degree or two out of his latitude in the matter of “ the 
children of true love?" The fact is, this “ spark ” business 
is decidedly precarious, if we may believe Dr. John 
Armstrong, whose “ Economy of Love” made quite a stir 
in its day. He wrote: 


‘** For from the stol’n embrace. 
Untir'd with worn acquaintance, keenly urged, 
Elate with generous rapture, likeliest springs 
The noblest breed, most animated, best. 
What heroes hence have issued ! What fam'd chiefs 
And demi-gods of old! The stealth of love 
Gave Greece her Hercules, and mighty Rome 
First rose beneath a random son of Mars.” 


And did not poor Richard Savage boast that, “Con- 
ceived with rapture and with fire begot,” he was “No 
tenth transmitter of a foolish face?” Perhaps it is 
because these “sparks” are so promiscuous that makin 
love is called “ sparking.” But it is respectfully submitted 
that the Occidental editor is “ out on the home base.” 

He is also at much at sea on the moral aspect of the 
sexual passion as he is in regard to its physiological. 
Whose experience enables him to declare to this effect: 
“ Feminity itself, though tenderly protected by the garb 
of girlish innocence or of womanly reserve, if normally de- 
veloped, when awakened by the touch of personal love, 
quickly responds to the masculine demand for sexual 
surrender?” Had he a mother or a sister, or a wife, and 
could the memory of none of these suffice to suppress the 
utterance of a slender that has countless refutations 
written upon the very calendar of Heaven? Surely, only 
the ethics of the Stews can find a Cleopatra in every 
“ normally developed ” woman. 

And he who can thus sully pure womanhood grows 
maudlin over “fallen women.” He testifies: “ It is also re- 
nrarkable that hardly one of these women but that hassome 
corner in her poor heart in which sits enthroned some 
miserable whelp in whose embrace, often at a terrible sac- 
rifice to herself, she seeks personal tification and re- 
demption of the womanhood still left her,” etc. It is cer- 
tainly a peculiar place to seek “ the redemption of woman- 
hood” in the embraces of a miserable whelp, but it is 
only a gas-pipe editor writing with the suicidal ease of his 
species. 

It is devoutly to be hoped that this filthy erotomania 
will not be encouraged to. make its sensual exposures in 
Homceopathic literature ; and if any editor has tendencies 
in that direction we have the right to demand that he 
shall qualify himself to treat such a subject with at least 
a respectable smattering of such knowledge as can be ac- 
quired by a few hours of semi-intelligent reading; such 
ignorant assertions as that “ a// possess and have a desire 
and the power to partake of sexual pleasure,” are an in- 
sult to every competent physiologist. 
~ Moreover, in writing = such a topic every writer re- 
flects his own sexual healthiness, or his Nordauish degen- 
eration. Suppose a man who seduced his preceptor’s 
daughter, who courted a grass widow while his own wife 
lay languishing with a mortal disease, who gave especial 
attention to the sexual symptoms in our materia medica 
—~ panes such an one should hold forth upon virtue ! 

oh 

If the editor of the Pacific Coast Fournal of Homeo- 
pathy will borrow a copy of “ The Principles of Physiol- 
ogy,” by John Augustus Unzer, and will devote a few 
hours to its teachings, he will make the best possible 
atonement for his dirty faux fas. Meanwhile he can only 
be as destructive as a bull in a china shop. 

All this is written without prejudice, and solely as a 
lea for clean literature, even if a clean life be found 
impossible to the like of us. 

S. A. JONEs. 





To the Editors of the NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES: 


During the heated term of August the residents in the 
hospitals of New York City were kept busy day and night, 
attending to the unfortunate victims of heat prostration. 

Even the police patrol wagons and occasionally trucks, 
were impressed into the service of conveying the patients 
from the places where they fell to hospitals. The treat- 
ment pursued in the various institutions was essentially 
the same, the main object being the reduction of the 
intense temperature and the prevention of heart failure. 

Although the Hahnemann Hospital has no ambulance, 
still it did its share of the relief work. ; 

The residents treated about fifteen cases brought in by 
the Presbyterian ambulance and police patrol wagon. The 
cases were not “ picked,” and it is worthy to be recorded 
that not a single case died. The treatment was energetic 
and effective, but not harsh, consisting simply of a cold 
spray to the body and extremities, ice pack to the nape of 
the neck, and stimulation by hypodermics of brandy and 
nitro-glycerine (3 to gr. $5). The cold spray and ice 
pack were continued until the temperature was reduced to 

99 degrees Fahr., and stimulants used until the heart 
action improved. J. H. ScHALL, M. D. 





TO RENDER SILK-WORM GUT PLIABLE AND ASEPTIO. 





Prof. Augustin H. Goelet, of the New York School of 
Clinical Medicine (Med. Record) employs the following 
method of preparing silk-worm gut to render it aseptic 
and pliable: Each strand is wiped off carefully witha 


_pledget of cotton saturated with ether and the frayed 


ends are cutoff. A number of strands are placed length- 
wise in a glass tube sufficiently long to accommodate 
them. 

One end is stopped with a cork and the tube is filled 
with 1 per cent. solution of lysol in water. The other end 
is stopped temporarily with absorbent cotten, and the tube 
is placed ina sterilizer, leaving the cotton with stopped 
end above the surface of the water. This is boiled for 
twenty minutes and is then removed, and the cotton 
stopper replaced by a cork. Boiling the silk-worm gut 
in lysol solution renders it nearly as pliable as catgut, and 
it can then be quite as readilytied. As required each 
strand is withdrawn by means of a pair of sterilized 
forceps. 





THE METRIO SYSTEM SIMPLIFIED. 


Edward L. Milhau, Ph.G., the well-known drug im- 
porter of this city, has elucidated this subject in the Feb- 
ruary number of Popular Science News. We quote some 
of his deductions, but the whole article is worthy of per- 
sual by such as are interested. He says: ; 

The following practical simplification of this system of 
weights and measures, to render it more acceptable to the 
general public, is founded by experiencé in the importing, 
exporting and dispensing business. ; 
First—The system should be presented without any 
elaborate and cumbersome tables. They are as unneces- 
sary as our stating: Ten times one dollar makes a deka- 
dollar; ten deka-dollars make a hecto-dollar; ten hecto- 
dollars make a kilo-dollar, etc. 

Second.—The pollysyllabic titles should be suppressed 
and only the initials used, of such as are necessary. Then 
the capitals KX L M A S would serve as indeclinable sym- 
bols, precisely as the symbol § does for money. 

The hundredths should be designated by a prefix, ¢+ 
thus c&, cl, cm, using small letters. 

All the foregoing will greatly surpass the symbols §, ¢¢s. 
and £ and d., in so far that they are as pronounceable as 
written. 

Third —The unit for commercial weights should be X 
(and not G), to harmonize with its fluid equivalent Z, as 
established by the Government of British India. 
Fourth—The notation should conform to that of our 
currency, hundredths being designated by a small ¢, or 
laced in a double column, the same as cents are on bills 
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REMOVAL. 
The office of this Journal was removed, May Ist, to 
180 West Fifty-ninth street, Central Park South. 





Changes of standing advertisements and communica- 
tions in regard to that department, should Le addressed to 
BENJ. LILLARD, Advertising Manager, 108 Fulton St., N.Y. 








SURGICAL DEPARTMENT NATIONAL GUARD. 


[ MSTRUC TION in the surgical department of 

the National Guard has, until recently, been 
probably the most inefficient in the Military De- 
partment. The office of the Surgeon General has 
to a great extent been looked upon as a sinecure, 
and the Surgeon General but little more than a 
figurehead, with but little to do. Regimental and 
brigade sargeons have been supposed to be fully 
competent to meet every emergency that may 
occur in war or in riots. On the appointment by 
Gov. Morton of Dr. M. O. Terry, of Utica, as 
Surgeon General, it was soon demonstrated that 
the position was one of the most important in the 
service. Gen. Terry, comprehending fully the 
importance of his department, set himself at work 
with his usual energy and zeal to infuse new life 
into the service, and make his department fully 
competent to fulfill any duties it might be called 
upon to perform, either in the camp, in the field, 
or in the accidents arising in private life. At the 
State camp a few instruments were found 
thrown together loosely in a case, but 
little fit for service, while the drill litter 
was of the crudest sort, and _ certainly 
not fit for efficient duty. There was no 
ambulance, and, of course, no means for ambu- 
lance training, so important in actual service. 
Garbage was thrown into a pile mixed with 
chloride of lime to neutralize the process of fer- 
mentation. The necessities of the service became 
fully apparent to Gen. Terry the first year of his 
administration, but there was no means of reme- 








dying the difficulties. On the presentation of the 
matter to the Legislature an appropriation of 
$10,000 was obtained for the Medical Department. 
With the commencement of his second year of 
service, the Surgecn General, with money to draw 
upon, commenced the arduous work of placing 
his department in a position in which it would be 
an honor to the service and the State. The first 
week of the second year an ambulance of superb 
construction was placed in camp ready for work. 
A most complete set of instruments was placed in 
the medical instructor's tent, each instrument in 
its place, and all protected bya glass and iron 
chest. 

The scientific discovery of the laws governing 
the action of small arms and their effect on ani- 
mal tissue is a comparatively recent one, and this 
forms a part of the systematic course of instruc- 
tion, which embraces everything pertaining to 
drill and first aid to the injured, which include 
the management of actual wounds on the battle 
field before the patient can be reached by the 
surgeon, and the anatomy of surgical injuries 
usually met with in the field. Ambulance drill is 
thorough, and the instruction in sun and heat 
stroke as complete and efficient as in any hospi- 
tal. The duties of the medical instructor, which 
has to do with the instruction of the hospital 
corps, are clearly defined. 

The Post Surgeon examines into the sanitary 
condition of the camp twice a day, and sees that 
during,drill, or when the troops are on parade, 
that squads of the hospital corps with litters on 
hand, are there for emergency. Each regiment 
has three litters, each battalion two, and each 
company one. There will be an ambulance for 
each brigade, and one will remain in the camp of 
instruction. The hospital corps’ has been in- 
creased from eight to twelve, eight for a battalion 
and two for each company. In carrying out these 
improvements, which have raised the service to a 
standard of excellence not surpassed by any 
State in the Union, the Surgeon General has 
been in touch with brigade and regimental sur- 
geons throughout the State, who have heartily 
co-operated with him in his work. 

Never befzre in the history of the National 
Guard has the Governor been surrounded with a 
more brilliant and efficient staff than the present. 
While upholding the dignity of the State in their 
attendance on the executive, they have by their 
energy, their zeal and their intelligence infused 
new life into their separate departments, making 
each as complete as possible, and the whole a 
unit for efficient public service when that service 
is needed. 
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HELEN KELLER’S ADDRESS. 


thee crowning event at the summer meeting of 
the American Association to Promote the 
Teaching of Speech to the Deaf (says the P/i/a- 
delphia Record) was a brief oral address by Helen 
Keller, the famous deaf and blind girl. Clad in 
a girlish costume, with dark ringlets falling to her 
shoulders, and a bright smile illuminating her 
face, she took the platform to talk on the value 
of speech to the deaf. The fame of her accom- 
plishments—for she is declared by her teachers to 
be the brightest girl of her age, not excepting 
those in possession of all their senses—had at- 
tracted a large and deeply interested audience. 
Without a sign of embarrassment, though to many 
her articulation was somewhat indistinct, she 


spoke as follows : 

‘If you knew all the joy I feel in being able to 
~ sey to you to-day, I think you would have some 
idea ofthe value of speech to the deaf, and you 
would understand why I want every deaf child in 
all this great world to have an opportunity to 
learn tospeak. I know that much has been said 
and written on this subject, and that there is a 
wide difference of opinion among teachers of the 
deaf in regard to oral instruction. It seems very 
strange to me that there should be this difference 
of opinion ; I cannot understand how any one in- 
terested in our education can fail to appreciate 
the satisfaction we feel in being able to express 
our thoughts in living words. Why, I use speech 
constantly, and I cannot begin to tell you how 
much pleasure it gives me. 

“Of course, I know that it is not always easy 
for strangers to understand me, but it will be by 
and by; andin the mean time I have the unspeak- 
able happiness of knowing that my family and 
friends rejoice in my ability to speak. My little 
sister and baby brother love to have me tell them 
stories in the long summer evenings when I am 
at home, and my mother and sister often ask me 
to read to them from my favorite books. I also 
discuss the political situation with my dear father, 
and we decide the most perplexing questions 
quite as satisfactorily to ourselves as if I could 
see and hear. So you see what a blessing speech 
is tome. It brings me into closer and tenderer 
relationship with those I love, and makes it pos- 
sible for me to enjoy the sweet companionship of 
a great many persons from whom I should be 
entirely cut off if I could not talk. 

‘I can remember the time before I learned to 
woe and how I used to struggle to express my 
thoughts by means of the manual alphabet ; how 
my thoughts used to beat against my finger tips 
like little birds striving to gain their freedom, 
until one day Miss Fuller opened wide the prison 
door and let them escape. * * * One can 
never consent to creep when one feels an impulse 
to soar. But, nevertheless, it seemed to me some- 
times that I could never use my speech wings 
as God intended I should use them. There were 
so many difficulties in the way, so many dis- 





couragements. But I kept on trying, knowing 
that patience and perseverance would win in the 
end. * * * So I want to say to those who 
are trying to learn to speak, and those who are 
teaching them, ‘ Be of good cheer.. * * * Re- 
member that no effort that we make to attain 
something beautiful is ever lost; some time, 
somewhere, somehow we shall find that which we 
seek. We shall speak, yes, and sing, too, as God 
intended we should speak and sing.” 

Miss Keller, when conversing, reads the motion 
of the lips by merely laying a forefinger upon 
them. In this way, she understands everything 
her teacher says when talking at the rate of 200 
words a minute. 

She expects, we are told, to enter Radcliff Col- 
lege this fall, having already passed the entrance 
examinations—and she is but sixteen years of 
age! 

What, now, is the secret of this wonderful suc- 
cess in overcoming obstacles almost inconceiva- 
ble by the average human being—in emerging from 
what, a few years ago, would have been utter and 
hopeless darkness, into the fullest intellectual 
daylight? Was it inherent force of mind which 
gave this afflicted creature the victory? On the 
contrary, it is much more probable that, had she 
retained sight and hearing, she might have 
turned out quite a commonplace young person. 
It is the intense and unswerving concentration of 
her every faculty upon the one great object of 
self-improvement, that has led to this marvelous 
and unexampled development. Such concentra- 
tion, under all the circumstances, was a simple 
necessity of her being. The soul, once wakened, 
could do nothing else but struggle upward and 
onward toward the opening light. There was no 
influence to bind it down, or divert its energies. 
Not a moment, not a thought, was wasted. Com- 
pared with an aspirant like this what wretched 
spendthrifts of time and talents are the most re- 
nowned and most ex.mplary among the multi- 
tudes that pity her. 





POSSIBLY. 


HE fastest locomotive ever constructed will 
not reach the speed of the frigate bird, which 
will fly 125 miles an hour, or across the Atlantic 
in one day. Possibly some observing scientist, 
watching the motions of the bird, may get at the 
secret of its power and its great speed and repro- 
duce them in some practical way which will make 
the air, instead of the earth and the water, the 
great medium of communication from one part of 
the world to another. 
The chemist, in his laboratory, has so far reached 
the process of Nature that he has been enabled to 
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construct diamonds, on a small scale, it is true, 
but equal in hardness and clearness of lustre to 
those taken from the mines, but the cost of pro- 
ducing them is far greater than of those dug 
from the earth. 

Possibly his art and his skill may still further 
reduce the cost, but we must wait. 

And now comes forward Prof. Emmons, one of 
the most skilled metallurgists in the world, show- 
ing that in the reduction of silver to an aqueous 
solution the molecules of silver are so subdivided 
as to differ so far from that metal that they c n 
no longer be regarded as the same elementary 
substance, but the parent of both gold and silver, 
or the raw material out of which by a different ar- 
rangement of molecules gold and silver were both 
constructed by the hand of Nature. Working 
upon the necessary microscopic scale of experi- 
mental research, he finds that this substance can 
be aggregated into molecules of greater density 
than silver, and precisely corresponding with 
gold in color, in weight, and answering to every 
test of the United States mint as gold. In fact, 
he says it is gold, though manufactured from sil- 
ver, of as much purity and value as that ever ob- 
tained in its native state, or after it had passed the 
purifying process of the crucible. With further 
experiments the process of manufacturing gold 
from silver may be so cheapened as to settle the 
silver question now agitating a great nation, and 
disturbing the financial equilibrium of the world. 
If so, it would not be the first great question set- 
tled in the laboratory of the metallurgist which 
- had defied the logic of the statesman, with all the 
help obtained from the great financial centers of 
thought. 





WOMAN AND HER BIOYOLE. 


” A* astonishing physiological phenomenon” is 
reported from Paris. The size of all fash- 
ionable women’ waists has increased by three or 
four inches! The dimensions of the Venus de 
Milo in that region have been declared the stand- 
ard, and the modistes are shaping their patterns 
accordingly. This, it appears, is due to the pas- 
sion for cycling among the fair sex, which has 
led to a demand for greater freedom of move- 
ment and respiration, and consequently to an 
expansion of the corset. Perhaps before the 
century has closed the cause of “dress reform” 
may win a final triumph through the aid of the 
bicycle, and both long skirts and tight waists be 
reckoned among the abominations of the past. 
Another important benefit which may be de- 
tived from the adoption of this mode of exercise 
by young girls in particular, is pointed out by a 








writer in the August number of the Medical Coun- 
cil. He recently had a case of labor where, 
although the patient was a large woman, the 
pelvic outlet was contracted. The baby being 
very large, delivery was effected with difficulty 
by the aid of forceps, and caused a perineal rent 
extending to the anus. It occurred to the writer 
that this complication might have been avoided 
had the patient, in her girlhood, ridden a bicycle 
having an old-fashioned saddle fitting up be- 
tween the tubera ischium. The lowermost 
portions of the innominate bones are, he thinks, 
gently and gradually pushed apart by the com- 
fortable pressure of the wedge-like saddle be- 
tween them, under the weight of the rest of the 
body while riding. 

The use of the wheel, if continued at its present 
rapidly increasing rate, must have an effect upon 
the form of the pelvic outlet in women, which 
will become manifest before another generation, 
or even perhaps within a decade. Our observa- 
tions, therefore, should begin at once. Measure- 
ments of the distance between the ischial tubero- 
sities in children should be taken at intervals, so 
that comparisons can be made. Non-riders, as 
well as riders, should be examined, and no young 
person should be allowed to ride until the con- 
struction and adjustment of the saddle have been 
carefully attended to. In this way it may be ex- 
pected that the use of the bicycle will, in many 
cases, result in lessening the pains and shortening 
the duration of labor. 





SANITARY BURIAL. 





T= British Medical Journal reports the pro- 

ceedings of a recent meeting of the Burial 
and Funeral Reform Association of London, at 
which papers were read by Sir Seymour Haden 
and Dr. Poore. ‘‘ The former stated that for the 
last ten years he had been burying animals, large 
and small, in the park attached to his house. By 
digging them up and examining them at intervals 
varying from one to five years, he found that, 
buried at the depth of 4% feet, the depth required 
by the Government for the burial of human bodies, 
an interval of from three to four years was neces- 
sary for complete resolution ; buried at the depth 
of 1 toot a year and a half had proved sufficient 
for the larger, and a year or less for the smaller 
animals. On the other hand, a body not buried 
at all, but simply laid upon the ground with a 
covering of earth a foot thick over it, had com- 
pletely disappeared (the bones excepted) in a 
year, the mound of covering earth, which had 
been sufficient to prevent all smell, retaining its 
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shape, but when it was pressed with the foot prov- 
ing to be hollow. The body had thusreturned to 
the atmosphere in the shape of oxygen, hydrogen, 
carbon and other perfectly harmless products 
necessary for the nourishment and growth of 
plants. He (Sir Seymour Haden) was amazed at 
the folly, not to say impiety, of an attempt to beat 
this provision of Nature. Dr. Poore,in his paper, 
contended that if a body was buried in such a 
manner as to further in every way its complete 
dissolution the land would be ready after due in- 
terval of time to receive a second body, and that 
if the cemetery were systematically and sufficiently 
planted the earth would be purified and the air 
around freshened by the green leaves of a flour- 
ishing vegetation. The power which scientific 
burial gave of using the same ground repeatedly 
after due intervals of about ten years abolished 
the fear which had been expressed with regard to 
the amountof ground allotted for burial purposes: 
An acre of land would prove an ample area for a 
burial ground in perpetuity for a population of 
10,000 persons. Such a burial ground would 
prove a decided benefit to the living, as supplying 
in the midst of human habitations a breathing 
place, which is so essential to the general well- 
being. 





THERAPEUTIO EFFEOTS OF OURRENTS OF HIGH 
PREQUENOY., 





[ )pARSOsVAL, in giving very careful atten- 

tion to the therapeutic action of currents of 
high frequency, has reached some very interesting 
results. He finds marked benefit from the use of 
this form of electricity in the class of diseases due 
to the lack of nutrition, such as diabetes, gout, 
rheumatism, obesity, etc. Two cases are recorded 
in detail, one of diabetes and one of gout. The 
apparatus used permitted the passing through the 
body currents, of which the intensity was upward 
of 500,000 milliamperes. In its application, the 
currents,which came from a solenoid,were brought 
to the body by means of conductors with ap- 
propriate electrodes. One of the poles of the 
solenoid was connected with the water in a foot- 
bath, in which the patient placed his feet. The 
second pole was connected with both hands by a 
two-part conductor, terminating in metallic 
handles. Under these conditions the current was 
distributed, and its intensity raised between 350 
and 500,000 milliamperes. The duration of 


treatment, made daily, was at first six minutes ; it 
was then lowered to five or three minutes, ac- 
cording to the sensations of the patient. 

One would naturally suppose the current might 





be painful, and the beneficial effect arise partly 
from suggestion, but this is not the fact, for the 
currentacts without the knowledge of the patient, 
yet it penetrates deeply into the organism, and 
operates notably on vaso-motor centers. 

The experiment was conducted with extreme 
care at every step, only the most careful and in- 
telligent assistants being employed, who recorded 
with the utmost care every change in pulse, 
temperature and respiration. 





HEAT PLAGUE. 





HE whole country has been going through a 
scourge, which in point of fatality has ex- 
ceeded that of the cholera when it has raged in 
our midst. People thought they were experienc- 
ing a realizing sense of Calvin's hell, and sighed 
for a change to that of Dante’s hell. 

The week ending August 15th was a record 
breaker for intense solar heat and its fatal effects. 
Never since the city has had a registry of vital 
statistics has such intense heat prevailed for so 
long a time with such terribly fatal effect. In 
that week there were 1,810 deaths, nearly 2.0 
more than ever before since the establishment of 
the Health Department. Of this number 651, 
more than thrice the number ever recorded be- 
fore in a single week in the history of the city, 
were from heat. All the hospitals were crowded, 
the physicians were working night and day, and 
still there was not sufficient help or room for the 
victims. The death rate was like that of a plague- 
stricken city, reaching 48.65, more than double 
the average, and the highest ever recorded. The 
death rate, not including sunstroke, was 3099, 
an unusually high average. Of the deaths, 552 
were children under five years. In the institu- 
tions and in the tenements the death rate was 
highest. In the institutions there were 436 
deaths, as against 216 the preceding week, and 
in the tenements 1,134 deaths, as against 502 the 
preceding week. In the institutions and among 
the tenement population the effects of the terrible 
heat will be felt for weeks to come, and swell the 
list of deaths above the normal average. 





TRANSPLANTING THE URETERS. 


oe time ago an Italian surgeon, Signor 

Borri, published some successful experiments 
on the implantation of the ureters into the intes- 
tine. The experiments were done on dogs with 
a modified form of “ button.” He has now,asare- 
sult of these observations, successfully applied the 
method to the human subject. The ureter is fast- 
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ened round one end of a bobbin, which is then in- 
troduced into the bowel through a small longitu- 
dinal incision, which is afterward sewn up. In 
process of time, union occurs, and the bobbin is 
passed per anum. The first case was one of vesi- 
cal tuberculosis, and the “‘ button” was passed on 
the eighth day with the silk used to affix the 
ureter roundits neck. The first urine was noticed 
from sixteen to twenty-four hours after the oper- 
ation, and afterward at intervals of two or three 
hours—about 200 to 300 centimetres. In thesec- 
ond case, one of a large vesico-vaginal fistula 
with total destruction of the urethra, the “ button ” 
came away fer anum onthetwelfth day. In both 
cases the results were highly satisfactory. 





THE ALCOHOL AND OPIUM HABIT. 


A GENERAL concensus of opinion points to 
strychnia and arsenic as the most potent 
remedies now known in controlling a habit so 
terrible in its results and, hitherto, so difficult to 
reach. Our own plan has been to administer 
the drugs by hypodermic injection three times 
a day in the strength of ' grain nit-strychnia 
and ,\5 grain of arsenic, at the same time impres- 
sing upon the mind of the patient that he is tak- 
ing a cure, and must expect beneficial results. 
Four thousand patients pass through the alco- 
hol wards of Bellevue Hospital every year. Se- 
lected patients, after having passed through an 
attack, are allowed to remain two days and take 





the ‘‘cure” prescribed by Dr. Dana. The first 
day three injections are made of the following: 
Solution strychnia nitrate.......... 20. as 
Atrophia sulph............... enleneu RT. wd5 
BEB ccavccccccececssesonccsssssens mx 


The second day the strychnia is increased to 
gr. yy, and atrophia to gr. 5},. A mixture is given 
at the same time three times a day : 


Tincture cinchon. comp............. TXxv 
TOEONNG GRIc on ccnc0 5609098 pxeae 
Tincture solum carolinem.... ... .. TM xii 
We SONNE GIR asa 0d0es seveiesiaka ad 3i 


A cup of hot milk is alternated with a cup of 
hot beef tea or broth, two hours apart. After two 
days the patient is discharged, and is then given: 


B Tincture columbo........ .. ‘sage BA 
Tincture capsici.............s00.. i xv 
Tincture nux. vom......... cos » BS 
PI So inc e's cs ss de Kch'ses ur. /s 


Tincture cinchon. comp. ad........ 
Of this a teaspoonful is taken after each meal, 
and the patient told to report weekly. Dr. Dana 
says ‘* by the application of this method to those af- 
flicted with the alcoholic or morphine habit we are 
able to send out many patients with hope in the 
future, a confidence in themselves, and a staff upon 
which to lean in this weakness.” 








OPIUM POISONING AND PONS APOPLEXY. 





[= symptoms of these two conditions re- 

semble each other so closely that hemor- 
rhage into the pons varolii is often mistaken for 
opium poisoning. The contracted pupil, con- 
tracted so closely that it is not much larger than 
a pin’s head, was supposed to be a distinctive 
symptom of opium poisoning, and yet that symp- 
tom is equally marked in ponsapoplexy. In both 
cases we have the slowness of respiration, the un- 
easiness, the pinhole contraction of the pupil, 
the stertorous breathing, the twitching and con- 
vulsive movements of the face and limbs. These 
symptoms may be present in varying intensity, 
but they are just as likely to be present from one 
cause as the other. Fortunately, pons apoplexy 
seldom occurs, Out of 386 recorded cases of 
brain hemorrhage, three only were of pons hem- 
orrhage. The symptoms resemble each other so 
closely that in a trial for murder, in the absence 
of opium found in the stomach, an autopsy can 
only reveal the real cause of death. The pres- 
ence of the clot settles the matter so far as the 
pons is concerned, but eventhe skill of the chem- 
ist fails in differentiating between the vegetable 
opium and the ptomains generated in the system, 
both producing the identical symptoms. In face 
of the liability to errors of diagnosis in which a 
human life may be sacrificed, would it not be wise 
to adopt some other punishment for murder than 
the halter or the electric chair ? 


ORGANIO MEMBRANES AS INSULATORS. 


[Syascenea the action of electricity on 

the human body from a therapeutic standpoint, 
the recent experiments of Sir Benjamin Ward 
Richardson are full of interest and instruction. 
In addition to the uses generally attributed to the 
organic membranes we find another action, and not 
by any means the least important, which has here- 
tofore been, ina great measure, overlooked. He 
considers, and thinks that he has demonstrated by 
actual and ‘repeated tests with the battery, that 
these membranes are really electrical insulators, 
and by their position and by their presence con- 
fine and render useful the vital force that is 
developed in the organs they surround. Dr. 
Richardson’s first observation leading to this con- 
clusion was conducted onthe nervous membranes, 
those that envelop the cerebral convolutions 
and the spinal cord. From these experiments 
he passed to other membraneous envelopes, in 
cluding all the large joints and found they all had 
a similar quality. 
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OZONE AS AN ANTISEPTIO, 
= JOHN E. MILLAIS, the celebrated painter, 
and President of the Royal Academy, has 
just died of cancer of the throat, for which, in May 
last, tracheotomy had to be performed. It is re- 
ported that since then the terrible distress at- 
tendant upon the later stages of the malady was 
almost entirely obviated by the employment, for 
the first time, of ozone as an antiseptic. The gas 
was conducted from a reservoir of oxygen in a 
room adjoining the patient's, and was introduced 
through the tracheotomy tubes. It kept him alive 
and free from pain during the last three months, 
and also prevented the odor usual with cancer. 
His surgeon testifies that ‘‘ he had practically no 
narcotics whatever,” and that no man ever passed 
through such grave illness with such comfort as 
Sir John Millais during the period following the 
operation and the employment of ozone. This 
will indeed be welcome news to a large and in- 
creasing class of sufferers. 





R. AUGUSTIN H. GOELET, Professor of 
Gynzcology in the New York School of 
Clinical Medicine, (Clinical Recorder, July 1896), 
believes that the best method of closing the abdom- 
inal wound after coeliotomy is to use a continuous 
suture of fine (No. 1.) chromic catgut for uniting 
the peritoneum, and to include with this suture the 
muscle but omit the fascia. Next, deep sustain- 
ing interrupted sutures of silk-worm gut are 
inserted. These are made to include the skin, 
faciaand muscular layer. Before tying these the 
fascia is united separately with a continuous 
suture of the same fine chromic catgut. 

The silk-worm gut sutures are now tied, the 
surface washed off and dried carefully. 

The ideal dressing for the wound is one which 
has no disagreeable odor and will keep it per- 
fectly dry. This will prevent germ propagation. 
He now uses a boro-phenate of bismuth, known 
as markasol, which has given more satisfaction 
than anything else that has been employed. 

This is antiseptic without being irritating, and 
is slightly absorbent and astringent. It will ab- 
sorb the first oozing from the wound, but holds in 
contact with the margin of the wound the pro- 
tective lymph which is thrown out to favor union. 
It is dusted plentifully over the wound, covering it 
and the sutures completely; over this is placed 
a layer of plain sterilized gauze, and over 
this several layers of absorbent cotton, which is 
held in place by strips of rubber adhesive plaster 
(nearly encircling the body) and a many-tailed 
bandage. 








This dressing may be left undisturbed usitil the 
sutures are removed. Then the same powder is 
again used and a similar cover dressing re- 
applied. 

Since adopting this method of closing and 
dressing laparatomy wounds they have given no 
trouble whatever, but have invariably healed by 
first intention, and the eschar is firm and unyield- 
ing. 

XTREMES OF CLIMATE.—The coldest 

climate in the world is not at the extreme 
North, but within the Arctic circle, at a place 
called Welschigansk. At this place the ther- 
mometer is sometimes at 94° below zero, and for 
five months at a time does not get above 76° be- 
low zero, yet in July it has goneas high as 86° 
above zero, making a difference of 180° during 
the year. The hottest place in the world is in 
Death Valley, in Arizona. The valley is situ- 
ated below the surface of the sea, and is destitute 
of vegetation and animal life except the very 
lowest form. 


R. BISMARCK.—An exchange says: “ Bis- 
marck has had the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine conferred upon him by the University of 
Jena.” If the administration of cold steel, iron 
pills and gunpowder with such telling force as to 
crystallize small States and principalities into an 
empire, and humble one of the proudest nations 
on the earth, can be classed under the head of 
therapeutic agents, no one is better entitled to the 
degree than Bismarck. Prince is simply a title of 
honor, but: Dr. Bismarck has a meaning which 
tells its own story. 














SOCIETY REPORTS. 


FRENOH MEDIOAL SOCIETIES. 








BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


M. De Nettis inoculated cultures of the proteus, the 
microbe of gangrenous pleurisy, which kills rabbits and 
guinea pigs in twenty-four hours. He obtained a thera- 
peutic serum, and rabbits vaccinated with it have con- 
stantly survived injections of the proteus. 

M. Wurtz, for M. Bosc, of Montpellier, read a paper es- 
tablishing the danger of intravenous injections of dis- 
tilled water, which destroyed the globules of the blood. 
M. Roger showed that after injections of the serum of the 
blood of a healthy horse, the increase of the secretion of 
urea is the same as after injection of anti-diptheritic 
serum. M. Courmont proved that after ablation of the 
spleen in animals, pyocyanic and staphylococcic poisoning 
is attenuated, while the staphylococcic is increased. 

M. Mougie page ts ony a cyst developed in a fold of the 
peritoneum of a chicken, that had no communication with 
the intestine. Its walls were thin, smooth and very vas- 
cular, and it rapidly disappeared after abstinence from 


drinking, but soon reappeared on taking fluid, thus ex- 
plaining the rapidity of osmotic M. Marinesco 
otographed aeromegalic hands with the Roentgen rays. 
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As was indicated in four subjects by P. Marie, the osseous 
increase involved the epiphysal and apoph extremities 
of the bones ; there were no osteophytes. In this develop- 
ment the age of the patient has an enormous influence, 
as has been shown by Recklinghausen, Simard, Brissaud 
and Meige. Marie has described an acromegalia of gigan- 
tic type, developed at the period of adolescence, while in 
older individuals it is at the summit of the osseous extrem- 
ities, and in their substance, that the hypertrophy occurs, 
and which Arnold calls pachyacria. Upon photographic 
investigation one is struck with the fact that in the adult 
the bone is increased in mass, while in the adolescent the 
diaphysis or shaft seems to be lessened at the expense of 
the thickened epiphyses. 


ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 


The Normal and Pathological Thickness of the Crainal 
Bones.—M. Pean, after showing the great variations of the 
crainal thickness in the normal and pathological condi- 
tions, presented a new and very ingenious polytritome 
moved by electricity, and that effected the removal, with- 
out fear of injury to the meninges of the brain, either of 
extensive osseous ee reapplicable after trepanning, 
or of portions {definitely removed. In the treatment of 
nervous diseases that justify craniectomy, Charcot, Voisin 
and Ballet have recommended letting the osseous breach 
continue. In other cases, M. Pean prefers the reapplica- 
tion of the osseous and cutaneous flap. 

Medical Electrolysis.—M. Duplay read a report of a work 
by M. Boisseau Du Rocher, entitled ‘* Medical Electro- 
lysis in the Treatment of Tuberculosis and Diseases of 
the Uterus and its Annexe. 

Exploration of the Abdomen in the Bath—M. Marc Sée 
showed that the relaxation of the parietes when in contact 
with the water very much facilitated exploration of the 
abdomen. It is especially in very obese subjects that the 
fatty walls, while floating in water, have a mobility that 
makes palpation much easier. 

Gastro-Enterostomy —M. Lejars reported acase of cure by 
gastro-enterostomy of pyloric stenosis rapidly produced by 
the ingestion of chlorhydric acid. In six weeks the patient 
had increased sixteen pounds in weight. 

Double Ovariotomy in One Pregnancy.—M. Mouchet, of 
Sens, reported a double ovariotomy in a woman, three 
months pregnant, continuation of the pregnancy and de- 
livery at term. M. Mouchet also reported a case of para- 
lysis of the radial nerve, resulting from a fall upon the 
arm, in which stretching of the nerve, two months after 
the accident, soon restored both sensation and motion. 

lrido-Choriditis of Internal Origin.—MM. Vigne and 
Batuaud presented an instance of the above disease, oc- 
curring at the menstrual periods in a woman affected with 
endometritis. Curettage produced a complete disappear- 
ance of the ocular troubles, and the cure has continued 
for six months, 

Sedticemia.—M. Ferrand read a paper by M. Delose, of 
Lyons, showing, first, the bacterial associations of the coli- 
bacillus and streptococcus, and the streptococcus and 
pneumococcus in septicemia; second, the effects of stasis 
of the blood in the lungs and intestines, and of mucosities 
in the lungs in producing the multiplication of bacteria. 

Sero- Diagnosis of Typhoid Fever —M. Dieulaloy, after 
reciting the difficulties of the diagnosis of typhoid fever 
with glandular complications, meningitis, infectious grip, 
ulcerative endocarditis, typhus, etc., recalled the import- 
ant discovery presented by M. Widal on the 26th of 
June to the Medical Society of the Hospitals. Z add- 
ing to a few drops of the pure culture of the bacilius of 
Eberth one drop of the bloody serum obtained by a 
simple puncture of the finger, the microscope reveals the 
bacilli, isolated and moving, if the serum comes from a 
healthy subject or one affected with nephritis, icterus, 
pneumonia, rheumatism, tuberculosis, etc. On the con- 
trary, they—the bacilli—become lutinated, fixed and 
reunited in islands, so to speak, with large pares 
spaces, if the serum is taken from a patient affected wit 
typhoid fever. From the seventh day the reaction is 
very marked, and M. Dieulafoy ted two prepara- 
tions obtained, one on the seventh, the other on the 
twelfth day, and absolutely typical. The remarkable dis- 








covery of M. Widal, besides its importance in daily prac- 
tice, allows the exact classifications of infections with 
typhoid complications, such as pneumo-typhus, or the 
mixed typho-paludal infections of hybrid character. 

Treatment of Inguinal Hernia in Children, by Injections 
of Chloride of Zinc—M_ Lannelongue presented several 
children operated upon by this process. Five punctures 
of five drops each of a solution of vy are made, taking 
care to avoid the cord. After considerable swelling an 
indurated plug succeeds, which solidly obliterates the 
canal, and resists all intestinal impulse upon the ring. 
Cicatrices are rare and very small. 


OBSTETRICAL AND GYNACOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF PARIS. 


M. Porak has had occasion to make injections of 
anti-streptococcic serum in cases of puerperal infection. 
In one case of acute infection, which evolved in two days, 
the symptoms were of a character so grave that death 
seemed imminent. In a second ins ance, the danger was 
caused by the retention of the decidua within the uterus, 
and amelioration and cure followed the simultaneous em- 
ployment of curettage and serum injections. The third 
case was peculiarly interesting, because the febrile com- 
plications occurred in two attacks within an interval of a 
week, the first on the fifteenth day. The patient was 
albuminvric, and showed symptoms of uremia at the time 
of the serum injection. The febrile condition lessened in 
intensity twice, after the appearance of phlegmasia dolens, 
first on the right, then on the left side. The first injec- 
tion was followed by an ravation of the uremic 
troubles, but ,they soon subsided. The patient had 
diarrhoea, and vomiting supervened upon the first injec- 
tions. Perhaps this might account for the comparative 
mildness of the uremic troubles. 

Action of Roentgen Rays Upon Certain Microbes.—At 
the Academy of Sciences, M. Chauneau read a report by 
M. Lortet, Professor of the Faculty of Medicine at Lyons, 
upon the action of the X-rays upon certain microbes. M. 
Lortet, after inoculating guinea pigs with the bacillus of 
Koch, submitted the points of inoculation, after a few 
days and at different intervals, to the effects of the rays. 
He observed each time a manifestation showing itself by 
an amelioration of the general condition of the subjects of 
the experiment. M. Chauneau expressed satisfaction in 
being able to declare the facts alone without further argu- 
ment. Not one of the animal “witnesses"—a term used 
in the laboratory to indicate those animals which were not 
subjected to the experiment—experienced the same 
amelioration. In them the inoculation followed its usual 
course. M, Berthelot asked if M. Lortet had experimented 
with his method upon subjects of erysipelas. That being 
a disease that presented superficial manifestations, visible 
and palpable, it would be interesting to follow the evolu- 
tion of a case under the influence of the Roentgen rays. 
M. Chauneau replied that he was not informed upon that 
point, but in his opinion the observations of M. Lortet 
seemed as yet too incomplete to form a clear and precise 
judgment upon the subject. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE HOSPITALS, 


Codeine as an Adjuvant of Dilation of the Glottis in 
Croup.—M. Dariot: By leaving the tube of O'Dwyer, for 
three or four minutes, in the larynx of children affected 
with spasm of the glottis, the spasm disappears for a time 
more or less long, after its removal. Its return may be 
prevented by the administration of a —- of the syrup of 
codeine, as proved by experience. M. Dariot and 
Bayeux also showed that O’Dwyer’s tube may be advan- 
tageously used in membranous diphtheria of the larynx, 
without keeping it in place. When the membranes are 
abundant, introduce the tube; its orifice is closed by them, 
and both tube and membranes are immediately expelled 
by coughing; this process is particularly to be employed 
when permanent a is impossible. M. Rendu com- 
municated the case of a young man who nted all the 
cpengnomes of typhoid fever ; an examination of his blood 
by Pleiffer’s method showed that it was not typhoid 
fever, and there was no reaction of the typhic serum by the 
culture of the bacillus of Eberth. Other experiments 
made upon a patient affected with acute enteritis, gave 
the same negative results. 
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M. Widal has again proved the reaction in a difficult 
case, in which there was hesitation in pronouncing it 
ulcerous endocarditis or typhoid fever. The reaction was 
thoroughly distinct and permitted the diagnosis. In 
seventeen persons, healthy or affected with other diseases, 
it was always wanting. In eight others, cured of typhoid 
fever for more than a year, it was present in only one. 

M. Lemoine, apropos of the communication by M. 
Comby in relation to recurrent scarlatina, insists upon the 
fact that scarlatiniform erysipelas of streptococcic origin 
nearly always presents some anomalies in its form or mode 
of evolution, or its concomitant symptoms, which distin- 
guish its diagnosis from scarlatina. We should consider 
as relapses only the scarlet erythema with fever, angina, 
and buccal exanthema supervening in the course of scarla- 
tina. In 200 cases of scarlatina he had seen only two cases. 
He also reported an observation of scarlatiniform erythema 
that supervened upon a suppurative coxalgia, in which the 
eruption spared the neck, the face and the extremities. It 
should be considered as a streptococcic infection. M. 
Gaillard presented a patient affected with embolism of the 
right axillary artery, consecutive upon an aortic contraction 
without antecedent rheumatism. The circulation was re- 
established by collaterals, and there were besides 
signs of peripheric neuritis. M. Lamnois presented 
an application of the Roentgen rays for inves- 
tigation of lesions of the skeleton in chronic progressive 
rheumatism. The patient, forty-seven years old, was 
affected with arthritis of the metacarpo-phalangeal articu- 
lati of the two hands, with no rheumatic, tubercular, blen- 
norhagic or syphilitic manifestations. There were muscu- 
lar atrophy, retraction of the tendons, trophic and vaso 
motor troubles of theskin. The application of the rays 
shows how slight are the modifications of the skeleton in 
the swellings and deformities of the articulations. M. 
Dalche presented a case of recurrent infectious icterus 
—disease of Weil—with nephritis. This affection was due 
to drinking a large quantity of Seine water, and might be 
considered as a general infection. M. Reudu: Poisoning 
by unwholesome water or food, seems to be the cause of 
many pathological conditions, some of which present the 
infectious phenomena that accompany icterus; in others 
again there is hepatic congetion withouticterus. Thereare 
numerous transitions of these conditions,all springing from 
the same cause. M. Netter: Tneaccidents caused by impure 
water are polymorphous, but the absence of icterus would 
not differentiate a type. M. Mallet reported the history 
of a man affected with left hemiplegia, who succumbed to 
broncho-pneumonia. Thespecial interest in this consists of 
the fact that inthe oldlocality of the cerebral hemorrhage, 
there were found numerous white globules and peripheral 
vessels surrounded by leucocytic deposits, and thus was 
the old extravazation infected by the influence Of the 
broncho-pnuemonia. 


SURGICAL SOCIETY, 


Resection of the Rectum.—M. Chaput, in ten resections 
of the rectum, counts eight cures and two deaths—one 
from broncho-pneumonia by ether, and one from lacera- 
tion of the ureter in a case in which an operation was 
hardly admissible. 

Fibroma of the Ear.—M. Kirmisson related a case in 
which there was a tumor of the ear resembling cheloid in 
view of its structure and its sub-cutaneous situation. M. 
Quenu : What should be the treatment of cheloid? Sur- 

eons, partisans of extirpation, are nearly all discouraged. 
Scarifications and electrolysis have also been tried. M. 
Quenu prefers the latter to all others, and cited two cures 
effected by it. He has also employed galvano-puncture, 
especially in cheloid due to cicatrization of suppurative 
strumous glands. It is an excellent method, and some- 
times gives very satisfactory examples of cure. M. Berger 
had seen two kinds of tumors of the lobe of the ear, and 
three cases of veritable fibroma. Histologically they were 
old fibromata. He has also observed cheloids character- 
ized by a number of phenomena. They are superficial, 
inflammatory, painful and irritable. Upon examination 
they present a yellow conjunctive tissue that 
resembles sarcoma. Scarification and electrolysis require 


many applications. M. Lucas Championniére: Cheloid is 





capricious, and sometimes one treatment succeeds and 
sometimes another. M. Kirmisson thought that were dif- 
ferent kinds of tumors of the lobule of the ear, fibroma, 
cheloid and sarcoma. Cheloid assumes a special form ; if 
there be mobility, we have to deal with a fibroma. 

Discussion Upon the Subject of Choledochotomy.—M. 
Monod related a case of exploratory laparotomy for a 
spontaneous obstruction of the choledochus. Diagnosis 
of calculus had been made, despite great distension of the 
gall bladder. No calculi were found, and the vesicle was 
attached to the stomach by means of Murphy’s button. 
Sudden death. Autopsy: Biliary passages distended and 
cancer of the head of the pancreas explained the death 
and the disease. This was a case of cholecystogastrotomy. 
M. Quenu remarked that the intervention called for seri- 
ous consideration. M. Michaux again defended the lateral 
operation for choledochotomy. He did not fear the im- 
portance of hemorrhage, and criticised the median in- 
cision. M. Quenu supported the latter. 

Why are Bones Impenetrable to the Roentgen Rays?— 
On photographing the different parts of the body ot man 
and animals by means of Crookes tubes, a great difference 
is observed in the shadows obtained in the photography 
of the bones and fleshy parts. Does this difference depend 
upon the presence of metallic oxides in the osseous sub- 
stance, of the calcium from which proceeds their density? 
In order to settle this question the results obtained by the 
photography of the normal and decalcinated bones were 
compared, These latter gave a very faint shadow, and 
scarcely perceptible, as compared with that of the normal 
bone. The cartilages are also as penetrable as the fleshy 
parts, and on photographing the thorax of a foetus, three 
points of ossification at which the calcium had begun to 
accumulate, gave three very marked shadows. The con- 
clusion resulting from these experimerts is that the im- 
penetrability of bones to the X-rays, as compared with 
the soft parts, depends principally upon the quantity of 
calcium they contain. 

Upon the Presence of Certain Crystals in the Pathological 
Tissues of Man.-—Prof, Potvyssotzky, in the “ Russian 
Pathological Archives,” describes a remarkable case of 
destructive cancer of the face, in which, upon microscopic 
examination of the neoplastic tissues, a large number of 
hyaline globules and crystals were observed among the 
mesodermic cells and situated underthe epithelium. The 
hyaline globules and crystals are of the same color, and 
formed of the same substance; they are found in the cells, 
and are of cellular origin, but a part of their substance is 
of extra-cellular origin. Under the influence of the meta- 
bolic action of cellular protoplasm, the extra-cellular sub- 
stances combine with the substances elaborated by the 
cells themselves, from which there results the formation 
of a new substance which assumes the form of hyaline 
globules and sometimes of crystals. 

Etiology and Treatment of the Night Sweats of Phthisis. 
—The abundant transpiration of phthisis is due to the in- 
sufficient elimination of carbonic acid, and the retention 
of this gas in the blood. It has been demonstrated ex- 
perimentally that the accumulation of carbonic acid in 
the blood provokes profound sudorification. In the 
phthisical, the respiratory surface of the lungs being 
greatly diminished, the more so as the lesions become 
more extensive. The sweating supervenes only at the 
second period ; that is, at the period of softening. Why 
do the sweats occur particularly at night? It is because 
the organic changes are then greatly diminished, the func- 
tions of all the organs are measurably depressed, the cu- 
taneous secretions diminished, and hence the accumula- 
tion of carbonic acid in the blood, and finally the 
excitability of the vaso-dilators is increased. From these 
general considerations the following are recommended as 
the best means of overcoming the night sweats of phthisis: 
Respiratory a or prolonged movements by walk- 
ing, during which the patient should make a number of 
very deep inspirations and expirations, and execute a 
number of movements with the arms, thus causing the 
elimination of carbonic acid ; combine with these hydro- 
therapy, which diminishes the excitability of the cutaneous 
nerves. and finally liberal alimentation.—Dr. Strainka, 


Wiener Medizin Press. 
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Treatment of Tabes.—Prof. Erb, in accordance with 
numerous statistical facts, which demonstrates that tabes 
is nearly, if not always, a parasyphilitic affection, recom- 
mends highly an anti-syphilitic treatment, mercurial 
frictions especially, in connection with other measures 
such as hydrotherapy, electrotherapy, suspension, the 
nitrate of silver, etc. The anti-syphilitic treatment is that 
which gives the best results. He has never observed any 
ill effects from the mercurial treatment in tabetics, but on 
the contrary, has always obtained satisfactory results. 
—Munich Medicin Wochenschrift. 

Etiology of Ozena.—M. Abel, after careful investigation, 
considers ozena an infectious disease. The bacillus of 
ozena is analogous to the pneumococcus of Friedlander, 
and is distinguishable from it by a few secondary charac- 
ters. It causes in the nose a pathological process com- 
mencing by small deposits, which soon become covered 
by a muco-purulent exudation that rapidly dries. These 
deposits become confluent, and produce hypertrophic, and 
later atrophic, modifications of the nasal mucus. The 
fetor of the ozemic secretion is due to special, but im- 
perfectly defined, organisms.—Munich Medicin Woch- 
enschrift. 

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 

A Rare Case of Parasitism—M. Edmond Perrier re~ 
ported, in the name of MM. Freche and Brille, of Bor- 
deaux, a case ofa man whose head and arms were covered 
since 1891 by a parasite belonging to the group thysan- 
ouros, and which has defied all treatment. During the 
winter the parasite seems to disappear, but to renew its 
activity in the spring ; it is not contagious. 

Medullary Lesions Caused by Tetantc Toxine.—M. G. 
Marinesco has examined the medulla of three guinea pigs 
inoculated with tetanic toxine. The resulting lesions de- 
pend upon the intensity of the virus and the duration of 
the toxine, and are as follows: The anterior and posterior 
gray substance presents diffused hemorrhages, more 
numerous in the anterior coruna. 

Effects Produced by Intravenous Injections of Simple and 
Compound Saline Solutions —-MM. Bosc and Vedell, of 
Montpellier, have arrived at the following conclusions. 
1st: The compound saline solution reproduces the effects 
of the simple solution. 2nd: The sulphate of soda is not 
of any real utility. 3rd: The physiological value of the 
compound saline solution is not superior to that of the 
simple solution. 4th: The simple solution at 70 per cent. 
is sufficient and ag oe to that at $0 per cent. 

Gastropexia.—Dr. Duret, of Lille, has published many 
operations for gastropexia, falling of the stomach, and 
proposes to generalize the method used for prolapsus of 
the stomach, which is so common and which causes such 
intolerable suffering, The operation is without danger, as 
it consists in a simple laparotomy without opening the 
viscus. The following are the steps of the operation: 
First: Median laparotomy down to the umbilicus. Second: 
Searching for the stomach. Third: Fixation of the pylosus 
and the lesser curvature to the abdominal wall by a series 
of separate points. Fourth: the ordinary closure of the 
wall, 

Unreliability of ee Examination in the 
Diagnosis of Diphtheria.—Dr. Dariot, in the Four. de Clin. 
et Therap. Infantile, says: The culture of serum consti- 
tutes a means of investigation very convenient, rapid, but 
incomplete, and the bacillus of Loeffler thus obtained 
has no absolute value as a sign of diphtheria. In order 
to be certain, the degree of virulence of the bacillus must 
be considered. This research necessitates long and com- 
plicated manipulation, eight to ten days at least, and if 
the cultures are not entirely virulent, the bacillus is a 
pseudo-Loeffier. In practice, if the presence of the ba- 
cillus coincides with the clinical manifestations of diph- 
theria, it will corroborate the diagnosis; if they are 
wanting, then the pseudo-bacillus is present. Many ob- 
servations of simple angina, from a clinical point of view, 
the exudations from which have been submitted to bac- 
teriological exam.nation, have given beautiful cultures of 
Loeffier’s bacillus, but they were not virulent. 

_ Treatment of M > Troubles, Natural and Antic- 
tpated.—Menopause troubles, natural or anticipated, be- 
cause of the extirpation of the ovaries, are particularly 








of anervous nature. Among them is one constantly met 
with, and nearly pathognomonic,viz.: flushing heat accom- 
panied with profuse sweating and a sensation of choking. 
The attack generally begins in the lower extremities. The 
patient feels the blood mounting to the head, face becomes 
red, and soon the sweating supervenes upon the face, and 
sometimes on one-half the body, with dizziness and pre- 
cordial anxiety. The attack lasts for a few seconds or 
minutes, and returns at irregular intervals, causing much 
suffering with insomnia, tendency to suicide, and a pre- 
vailing idea of persecution. Prof. Landau of Berlin, con- 
ceived the idea of treating these cases with an extract of 
the ovarian gland. He used the ovaries of cows and heifers 
dried at 60 to 70°, to which he added something tocorrect 
the taste, and administered it in the form of tablets of three 
decigrammes. “ All my patients,” said he,“ were completely 
cured or considerable improved.”"—Serliner KXiineshe 
Wochenschrift, 


Importance of the Rectal Touch as a Means of Diagnos#s 
in Diseases of Children —The rectal touch, combined with 
bi-manual palpation, isa valuable method of diagnosis in 
children. Dr. G. Carpenter has had occasion to employ 
it with success in many instances. In one case, by it he 
discovered a tumor on the anterior face of the sacrum in 
a child affected with obstinate constipation, and that had 
been uselessly subjected to all sorts of treatment. In an- 
other he discovered an abscess of the prostate which had 
caused an umbilical fistula, the cause of which was un- 
known, The rectal touch in children permits the explora- 
tion of a large portion of the abdominal cavity above the 
pelvis. The granulations of ascites and of tubercular 
peritonitis can be easily recognized by this process, also 
intussusceptions and tumors of the genital organs in young 
girls. —Pediatrics. 

Simultaneous Extra- Uterine and Normal Pregnancy.— 
Dr. Thomas Mitchell reports that he was called in the 
month of December, 1894 to a woman suffering severely 
with abdominal pains. The last menstruation occurred 
in the previous month, and there were certain indications 
of pregnancy. The pains subsided from the use of opiates. 
During the month of March following they returned, and 
it was observed that the form of the abdomen differed 
fram that natural in pregnancy. On the right side there 
was a round tumor, limited and resembling the gravid 
uterus, but upon the left there was another tumor badly 
defined, with irregular borders, in which there was a dis- 
tinct souffle easily heard, while in the right tumor there 
were neither souffle nor the foetal cardiac sounds. The 
neck of the uterus was largely expanded and easily ad- 
mitted the finger, by which the foetal head was readily 
detected. On April 27th the patient was delivered of a 
child of six months ; then the second tumor could without 
difficulty be limited, the souffle continued and there was 
manifestly an extra-uterine pregnancy. On the 28th active 
abdominal pains occurred, which resisted medical treat- 
ment. On the 29th patient examined under chloroform; 
diagnosis of extra-uterine pregnancy was confirmed; 
laparotomy was proposed, but refused; patient died the 
next day. The autopsy revealed a foetal cyst that bad 
broken into the abdominal cavity and caused death.— 
British Medical Fournal. 

Nature of the Laryngeal Lesions Occurring in the 
Course of Typhoid Fever —Dr. Watson Williams is op- 

d to the opinion of Dr. Kauthack, who attributes the 
aryngeal lesions of typhoid fever to the ordinary microbes 
of suppuration. He believes that the ulcerations are due 
to a secondary infection by the specific bacillus and its 
toxine, and is supported in this opinion by Cornil and Ran- 
vier, who report ulcerations and alterations of the lym- 
phoid tissues of the respiratory mucous membrane analog- 
ous to those of Peyer's glands in the intestine. In the 
course of typhoid fever, the bronchia and lungs are often 
affected, and it is probable that their lesions are caused 
by the same = c bacillus. 

Value of Antiseptic Pulverizations of Sublimate.—Dr. 
Charigny has repeated the experiments of Geppert relative 
to the mode of action of sublimate upon the microbes of 
dust. After pulverizing different kinds of dust with sub- 
limate at 1 per 1,000, he observed that the microbes were 
not destroyed by the antiseptic, but only rendered impo- 
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tent because of a liquid deposit upon the surface of the 
microbic cells. If by any chemical means, for example, 
washing with the sulphydrate of ammonia, the protecti 
layer was removed, the microbes renewed their vit 
activity and all their virulence. 

Treatment of Retro-Sternal Goittre—If surgical inter- 
vention be not urgently demanded, medication with 
iodine is certainly indicated, and suffices in many cases. 
Should this fail, then fixation of the thyroid body above 
‘the sternum should be tried, But should there be a ten- 
dency to resume its unnatural position, recourse must be 
had to a bloody operation which will alone remove the 
oe that menace the patient. The operation consists 
in the extirpation or the enucleation of the tumor, and in 
order to avoid the scrofulous cachexia that might ensue 
it is indispensable to limit the operation to a partial abla- 
tion of the gland. For malignant goitre early extirpation 
should be practiced, and the gland removed in its totality. 
Heydenreich, of Nancy, Semaine Medicale. 

Treatment of Diffused Papilloma v4 the Larnyx.— 
All medical means (cauterizations, insufflations, nitrate of 
silver, chromic acid, sulphate of zinc, etc.) have been 
demonstrated to be insufficient. The treatment of diffused 
papillary polypi of the larynx necessitates energetic sur- 
gical intervention. In infants, tracheotomy should be 
practiced, and the child saved by opening the thyroid and 
curettage of the larynx. In children of more advanced 
age the operation should be performed by the natural pas- 
sages, and by tearing away the papilloma. In adults, in 
cases of soft papilloma, recourse should be had to tearing, 
followed by cauterization, and for hard papilloma tearing 
and excision should be combined by means of scissors for 
cutting and removing. Excision by the knife and ligature 
may be employed where the tumors are upon the free 
borders, the galvanic ligature where hemorrhage is feared. 
In all cases intervention should be followed by curettage, 
combined with cauterization with the chloride of zinc or 
salicylic acid. 

The Influence of Somatose Upon the Mammary Secretion 
During Lactation —Somatose exercises a specific action 
upon the mammary glands of women during the period of 
lactation. It produces an abundant secretion of milk, and 
causes the rapid disappearance of the troubles that occur 
usually at that time. Boch is the conclusion arrived at by 
Dr. Richard Drews, of Hamburg, and the result obtained 
by Wolfe and Taube are analogous. Somatose probably 
exercises a direct action upon the mammary glands, and its 
effect is speedily manifested in the increased lacteal secre- 
tion. The dose is three or four spoonfuls daily, in milk 
or some warm drink. It is readily acceptable, and may be 
continued for a length of time. 


SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHYSICIANS: “THE CONGRESS OF 
KIEW.” 


Incomplete Coitus as an Etiological Factor of Neuras- 
thenia.— Prof. Tschlie (of Dorpart) has collected seventeen 
observations in which incomplete coitus was the principal 
if not the only cause of neurasthenia, and thirty six in ad- 
dition, in which this anomaly of the genital act was one of 
the principal causes. To the first group belong eleven 
men and six women, from twenty to thirty years of age, 
of the intellectual class and of social prominence. They 
manifested no psychopathic infirmity or irregularity, 
hereditary or acquired, and were generally free from any 
antecedent affections that could influence the etiology of 
neurasthenia. 

Incomplete, or rather interrupted coitus, was practiced 
by these patients in order to avoid fecundation. In one 
case in which incomplete coitus was practiced for ten 
years, the woman became pregnant, “by mistake,” and 
during the whole period of her pregnancy and lactation, 
the husband and wife continued in perfect health. 

In these patients, the neurasthenia was especially char- 
acterized by two symptoms—fear and distrust of life. 
The treatment consisted in complete abstention from 
conjugal relations for two months, and at the end of that 
time in the omega of certain artificial measures to 
avoid fecundation without having recourse to incomplete 
coitus. “Of the two evils, it is always necessary to 
Abstention rapidly produces the 


choose the least.” 








cure, but it is rarely that they do not relapse. Prof. 
Beckferer said: We know that the anomalies and per- 
versions in the accomplishment of the genital act have a 
profound influence upon the psychic sphere. It is not 
astonishing that incomplete coitus should be one of the 
numerous caeses of neurasthenia. This anomaly has a 
more pernicious influence upon the man than the woman, 
which is easily explained by the more active part taken 
by him in the sexual act. As to the admission of a 
variety of neurasthenia caused ¢xc/usively by incomplete 
coitus, the facts we possess are not sulliciently precise 
and absolute to warrant a positive affirmation. C 
A.C. 
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RETROSPECTIVE THERAPEUTIOS. 





By Alfred K. Hills, M.D., Fellow of the Academy of 
Medicine, New York. 





Treatment of Syphilis With Small Doses of Mercury.— 
Boing (Deutsche Med, Leit., 1896; Med. & Surg. Rep.) 
begins the treatment of syphilis with a dose of 0.005 
calomel three times a day. Wher the symptoms improve 
after four to six weeks’ treatment, he administers the 
same dose, only every two or three days. Later, he 
decreases the doses to 0.002 for the first four days twice a 
day, and for the following eight days only once a day, and 
at last, after eight weeks’ treatment, the dose is reduced 
to 0.001 twice a week. He obtained the best results with 
pregnant syphilitic women. 

Calcium Carbide in the Treatment of Cancer of the 
Uterus.— At a recent meeting of the Academie de 
Medecine, a report of which appeared in the Gazette 
Medicale de Paris for April 18th, M. Guinard stated that 
for the last three months M. Peyrot had employed this 
substance in treating cancer of the uterus; the mode of 
treatment was as follows: A piece of the calcium was 
placed directly in the vault of the vagina, where it very 
soon became decomposed into calcium oxide and acety- 
lene by contact with the moisture. At the end of several 
days the oxide was removed by means of irrigation with 
corrosive sublimate. This treatment could be repeated 
several times. The results were very appreciable, said M. 
Guinard, for the diseased parts assumed a grayish tint 
and became smooth, and the hemorrhages, the fetid dis- 
charge and the pain were suppressed by this procedure. 
Diarrhoea also, he said, could be avoided by the employ- 
ment of small pieces of this substance. 

With rd to the mode of action of calcium carbide, 
said “’. Guinard, it was rather complex. The nascent 
quick! ~e acted, without doubt, in concert with the acety- 
lene, which passed into the urine, where it had been 
found. Perhaps, he said, by contact with the cancerous 
elements, it formed a sort of special coagulation of the 
blood, analagous to that which was observed in persons 
who had been poisoned by ape. 

Treatment of Wounds by Formalin.—Schleich announced 
at the Balneologic Society (Zherap. Wochenschr., March 
15) that he has discovered a new way of causing wounds 
to heal, that renders the greatest triumph of modern sur- 
gery, antisepsis, entirely superfiuous. ith it there is no 
need for any carbolic or sublimate solution or idoform 
gauze. The consists in L gen pulverized gel- 
atinized formalin in the wound, which produces some 
chemic change in the organism. The living cells take up 
the formalin, and it acts upon them in some way that has 
an accelerating effect upon the healing | of the 
wound. Pus formations cease more rapidly than any 
other method, while fever and inflammation subside im 
mediately. He exhibited some patients operated upon a 
day or so previously, for various serious troubles, whose 
wonnd? iNecloin in the Treatment of ip-Jolat Disease, 
_Yeort Bos of ater (American Lancet), abstracted in 
N. Y. Med. Four), reports a case of hip-joint disease in 
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which great improvement and apparent cure followed the 
use of yeast nuclein. The remedy was used hypcdermi- 
cally, and the site chosen for injection was the region im- 
mediately around the affected joint. The first few injec- 
tions were made daily, afterwards on alternate days. In 
the beginning twelve minims only were used. Later the 
amount was increased to fifty. The reaction was moder- 
ate, at times some pain and a burning sensation about the 
site of injection and a moderate rise of temperature. To 
be of avail the nuclein must be used early. Dr. Hitch- 
cock believes the value of nuclein to lie in its germicidal 
powers. Tne papers used by him was the 1 per cent. 
solution manufactured by Parke, Davis & Co. 

Anti-Venom Serum.—Nord Medical, February 1, says: 
Animals inoculated with Calmette’s anti-venom serum, 
and then ex to be bitten by venoraous serpents, are 
found to be immune. Until recently no experiments had 
been made on human beings, but M. Lepinay, of Saigon, 
reports a life saved with it. An Annamite who had been 
bitten by a Naja Tripudians was inoculated with the 
Calmette serum an hour afterward and recovered. Calm- 
ette is at the head of the Pasteur Institute at Lille. 

Cocapyrin in Throat Affections.—Cocapyrin is the name 
given by Avellis to a mixture of — and cocaine, in 
the proportion of 2 grammes of the former (30 grains) to 
2 centi mes (1-3 grain) of the latter. The combination 
exalts the analgesic effect of the two components. It is 
administered in the form of pastilles, each containing 
20 centigrammes (about 3 grains) of antipyrin and 2 milli- 

mmes (about 1-32 grain) of cocaine, three or four 
ing taken daily and allowed to dissolve slowly in the 
mouth, 

These pastilles act favorably in dry pharyngitis, allaying 
the pain and provoking free salivation. They are equally 
beneficial in the pain of acute tonsilitis and that following 
operations. Employed in this dose, neither antipyrin nor 
cocaine has any deleterious influence. 

The Use of Glycerine for Hepatic Colic.—Dr. Clemente 
Ferreira (Bull. Gen. de Therap.) presents a strong plea 
for the use of one-half to one ounce of glycerine diluted 
with water as an excellent resource inst the painful 
attacks. If administered at the outset, it may abort them 
and even bring about a long cessation of the attacks. 

Calomel as a Specific in Diphthe:ia.—The following is 
from an article by Dr. Lawrence F. Flick, in the Medical 
News, April 25, 1896: “In the applause for antitoxin, it 
may not be out of place to call attention to such drugs as 
can be advantageously and safely used, if not alone, at 
least with antitoxin, for there remains yet a large mortal- 
ity to overcome in diphtheria, in spite of the good results 
from the serum therapy. 

“ Ever since the modern views about the use of mercury 
in diphtheria have been advanced, I have used the drug 
constantly, in some form, in the treatment of this disease. 
I have usually obtained good results, but also have had 
failures. Somehow,!I have gradually drifted toward the 
use of calomel, and have come to employ it with rather 
surprising results. The method which | now follow en- 
tirely and with a certain precision, is to give calomel in 
very minute doses at short intervals. I administer from 
1-60 to 1-120 of a grain of calomel, rubbed up with sugar 
or sugar of milk, every fifteen minutes to every half hour, 
dry on the tongue. This constitutes an easy and pleasant 
method of administration. The treatment is kept up day 
and night until all evidences of the disease Revs dis- 
appeared. The result in my hands has been so magical 
that I have myself been skeptical many times about my 
diagnosis. Since I have adopted this method of treating 
diphtheria, now nearly two years ago, I have not had a 
death from the disease, nor indeed a serious complication. 
I fully appreciate the fact, in connection with this state- 
ment, that my experience may mean very little, as I have 
not seen a very large number of cases. therefore make 
this report in the hope that the method will be tried cau- 
tiously, and condemned if found wanting.” 

Naphthalin for Oxyuris) Vermicularis.— Schmitz (Wien. 
Med. Presse) employs napthalin for the ex 
ris, commencing by administering a ca’ 


Ision of oxyu- 
rtic. After a 


few evacuations have been produced the naphthalin is 
given in eight or ten successive doses of & to % of a 





rain, in powder, four times daily. The we should not 


given after eating, and the ingestion of oils or fats 
should be avoided during t :atment. A week later the 
same treatment should be epeated, and, if needful, a 
third course at another week's interval. It is seldom 
necessary to resort to a fourth repetition. 

Ipecac in Biliary Colic.—Dr. Nancy Williams, in a paper 
on this subject, mentions several cases in which ipecac, 6, 
quickly relieved the intense pain of bili colic. Two ° 
cases are cited in the Hom. Xecorder, One patient, a 
blacksmith, had suffered from attacks for two years. Dr. 
Williams advised the use of olive oil, and left some 
ipecac, 6, to be used if the pains recurred. The next at- 
tack he took the medicine, which stopped it, and he had 
no more trouble. In the other case referred to the medicine 
was used alone, and it also checked the attack, and the 
patient had no return of it. Dr. Williams adds: “ It has 
always worked, and worked quickly, leaving no unpleasant 
after-effect.” 

Rhatany in Rectal Affections.— Dr. Cushing, in the M/edi- 
fal Century, states that for thirty-five years he has onl 
once failed to cure pin-worms with rhatany. He found it 
by proving to produce great itching of the rectum. He 
mentions a case of anal fissures with bad constipation, in 
which some three or four dozen rhatany suppositories 
effected a cure. He thinks that, with the exception of 
sanguinaria nitrate, rhatany will cure more diseases of the 
rectum than all other remedies. 

Nitro-Glycerine in the Treatment of Sciatiea.— Dr. Wil- 
liam C. Krauss, of Buffalo, read a paper on this subject 
before the Medical Society of the State of New York re- 
cently held at Albany. 

Although skeptical in rd to new measures and 
remedies, in the face of the abundance of measures recom- 
mended, such as electricity, heat, cold, acupuncture, nerve 
stretching, hypodermic injections, splints, extension, rest, 
cauterization, not to speak of the innumerable medicinal 
agents, he however, tried nitro-glycerine and reported 
seven cases, all of which were speedily cured or greatly 
benefited. 

The administration of nitroglycerine should be as 
quickly as possible after the onset of the pain, whether it 
be neuritic or neuralgic in character, beginning with one 
minim of the 1 per cent. alcoholic solution and increasing 
until the peculiar physiological effects of the drug are 
obtained. ; 

The disagreeable effects of the nitro-glycerine, as con- 
gestive headaches, flushing, etc., may be relieved by the 
bromides. 

The author does not claim that it will cure every case 
of sciatica, but if it relieves 50 per cent., it will be doing 

what no other single drug has hitherto done. 





RETROSPECTIVE DIETETIOS. 


Dangers of the Lean Meat Diet.— Under the title, 
“ Dietetic Fads,” the editor of Medical Progress (April 25, 
1896) remarks as follows: ; ; 

“Practical experience, as well as theoretical considera- 
tions, lead to the conclusion that a lean meat diet, con- 
tinued for any great length of time, is incompatible with 
the highest health. or example, the leading medical 
teachers in France have for several pace been sounding 
the note of warning against the use of an exclusive meat 
diet in diabetes, a disease for which lean meat was 
formerly supposed to be not only highly essential, but 
almost a panacea. A close study of the history of these 
cases has shown, however, that an exclusive meat diet is 
not infrequently a cause of death, through the accumula- 
tion of so great a quantity of ptomaines within the bod 
that the overworked kidneys are unable to cope wit 
thm. ° ° * 

“ Physiological facts which are known to-day fully 
justify the statement that a person subsisting upon a lean 
meat diet, however comfortable he may be, however much 
relieved from various digestive inconveniences to which 
he may have been previously subject, is nevertheless in a 





pathological state, and one which is vastly more serious 
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than the conditions which ordinarily arise from the 
simple fermentation or souring of saccharine or farinaceous 
foods in the stomach. The acids developed by such 
fermentations are irritating, and produce more or less 
disturbance, local and reflex; nevertheless, the ultimate 
effects are by no means so formidable as those of the 
insidious but far-reaching and tissue-changing poisons 
which accumulate in the body as the r-sult of a lean meat 


Ga * © 


“ The truth seems to be that a person subsisting upon a 
lean-meat diet, while he may manifest a greater amount of 
strength than upon a more natural dietary, and may be 
unconscious of any abnormal condition, is like a person 
in a powder magazine—he is in constant danger of vital 
catastrophe. he poison-destroying functions of his 
liver and the poison-eliminating capacity of his kidneys 
are taxed to their utmost to keep the proportion of pto- 
maines and leucomaines in the tissues down to a point which 
permits of the performance of the vital functions. The 
margin of safety, which Nature has wisely made very large 
in order to provide for emergencies, is reduced to the nar- 
rowest possible limit, so that anything which temporarily 
interferes with the functions of the liver or the kidneys, 
or which imposes additional work upon them, may be 
sufficient to obliterate the safety margin, and produce an 
attack of grave or fatal disease. Invasion of the body by 
egg mags er age microbes, such as the typhoid bacil- 

us, the bacillus of diphtheria, the pneumococcus of 
Friedlander, the shocks resulting from accident, and even 
the depression of a severe cold, may be sufficient to con- 
sume the meagre emergency capital, and the result is 
acute inflammation of the kidneys, or death under chloro- 
form or from shock following an operation under anzs- 
thesia. * * * 

“It is evidently the duty of the physician who places his 
patient upon a lean-meat diet, to inform him of the fact 
that under such a dietary he is living close to the border- 
line, that his situation is like that of a man walking along 
the brink of a precipice, that he must on no account sub- 
mit himself to the influence of an anzsthetic without first 
undergoing a few days’ preparation, including an entire 
change of diet ; and the truly wise physician will further 
instruct his patient that however a lean-meat diet may be 
considered as a temporary expedient, it cannot be safely 
adopted as a continuous dietary without the risk of con- 
stitutional degradation and injury.” 

Starving in Heart Disease.—At a recent meeting of the 
Berlin Medical Society Dr. Hirschfield read a paper on 
the nutrition of patients with heart disease. He took 
the somewhat startling position, in which, however, he 
was sustained by the approval of many of his hearers, 
that patients with heart disease, in the stage of imper- 
fect compensation, should take as little f as possible, 
not even enough to sustain the body weight. It was 
formerly the custom to give as much nourishing food as 
possible, with the idea of strengthening the heart. The 
speaker maintained, however, that in this way too much 
work was thrown upon the heart, and that the organ was 
spared and its muscle strengthened by giving very little 
food, say about a pint and a half of milk a day. Senator, 
among others, agreed with the speaker in this view. 

Infantile Scurvy.— Attention is drawn to this disease 
editorially in the University Medical Magazine for July 
(Am. Med. Rev.). The writer states that from a sufficient 
number of cases reported there are indications that the 
affection is not so rare as formerly believed. He also 
says that it has been recently shown that yey foods, 
condensed milk, and cow's milk too freely diluted are not 
the only offenders, but that sterilization or prolonged 
boiling of new milk of good os is sometimes an im- 
portant factor in the development of infantile scurvy. 

The diagnosis of infantile scurvy is a matter of some 
moment, the more so since the failure to institute treat- 
ment early is often followed by a fatal result, while, on 
the other hand, the prompt employment of anti-scorbutic 
treatment effects a - and complete cure. * * * As 
a rule, symptoms of scurvy are so pronounced when 
sought for that there is but little difficulty in making a 
diagnosis when the condition is borne in mind, 

On the treatment of the disease there is but one opin- 





ion, and that is that the best results are secured by the 
rompt substitution of “ living food,” such as fresh milk, 
resh beef juice, and orange juice, for proprietary food, 
condensed milk and sterilized milk. 





‘The Importance of Precision in the Technic of Hydro- 
therapy.’’—* When he made his first plea seven years ago 
for the employment of the Brand bath in the treatment of 
typhoid fever, not a single voice was raised in his sup- 
port. A few days later, however, he received an invita- 
tion to instruct the medical staff in one of the divisions of 
Bellevue Hospital in the technic. Encouraged by the 
gratifying results that have been obtained since that time, 

r. Baruch has been led to employ water in the treatment 
not only of acute febrile disorders, such as typhoid fever, 
pneumonia and the exanthemata, but also in chronic 
diseases, such as tuberculosis, rheumatism and gout, 
attended with defective tissue changes or hematosis. The 
virtue of water as a therapeutic agent resides in its flexi- 
bility, inasmuch as by a judicious adaptation of tempera- 
ture, duration and pressure, it may be applied in conditions 
of the greatest feebleness and variety. 

Among the objections to hydrotherapy have been : (1) 
The difficulty of applying water systematically and with 
precision, trom the lack of facilities and the natural repug- 
nance to water existing on the part of most persons. (2) 
The espousal of water as a remedy by empirics and ignor- 
ant laymen, who have brought it into disrepute. (3) The 
utter disregard of an exact technic. The last is probably 
the chief cause of the indifference of the profession, as 
failure will surely result from inattention to details. It is 
a too common error to confound all kinds of cold bathing 
and sponging with the Brand treatment. It has been 
definitely ascertained that high temperature is not the 
chief danger to be feared in an attack of typhoid fever. 
The object of the Brand bath is the support of the nerv- 
ous system, with a secondary consideration for the tem- 
perature. A longer bath at a higher temperature would 
also reduce the bodily heat, but it would be lacking in the 
nervous stimulation. Friction of the body and cold affus- 
ion of the head augment the influence of the 
cold bath, which is appreciable in the improved ac- 
tion of the heart, lungs and secretory organs. To 
obtain the ideal result a precise technic must be 
followed. This consists in beginning the friction baths at 
65° F. before the fifth day of an attack of typhoid fever, 
and continuing them without fail every three waking 
hours, night and day, so long as the temperature reaches 
105.5° F. The bathing cannot begin too early, and no 
harm can result should the case prove not to be of 
typhoid fever. 

The Brand bath may at times serve as a diagnostic 
guide. Whenever the morning temperature is above 
102° F., on the third or fourth day of a febrile disorder, 
and it rises 1° F. or more in the evening in the absence of 
a local cause; and a bath at go° F., with friction for fifteen 
minutes, repeated in four hours at 80° F. and then 75° F., 
causes the rectal temperature to fall 2° F. or more, 
typhoid fever can almost positively be excluded. 

In the treatment of pneumonia, and especially the 
broncho-pneumonia of young children, excellent results 
have been secured by the use for ten minutes, with fric- 
tion, of the tub-bath at a temperature of 95° F. gradually 
reduced to 80° F. during the first bath. Succeeding baths 
should be repeated at intervals of four hours if the tem- 
perature reaches 103° F. or more. In the treatment of 
pneumonia in adults, the results from this method, and 
also from the strict Brand bath, have been unfavorable. 
The following yep however, has proved entirely 
satisfactory. he patient receives first from 10 to 20 
grains of calomel, is carefully sponged with soap and 
water and dried. Two compresses of three thicknesses 0 
old crash or linen toweling or sheeting, wrung out of 
water at a temperature of 60° F., are applied to the chest, 
being covered firmly with a flannel bandage. The appli- 
cation is renewed every hour as long as the temperature 
ranges between 100° and 102° F., and every half hour if 
the temperature be higher. Free libations of water are 


*Dr. Simon Baruch, PA‘ladelphia Polyclinic. 
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permitted, and strychnine is employed hypodermically if 
the action of the heart is feeble. 

The judicious employment of water is also capable of 
excellent results in the treatment of pulmonary tubercu- 
losis. The object here is the improvement of the nutrition. 
This is affected by first dilating the superficial cutaneous 
vessels, by thoroughly warming the patient by a dry pack, 
z. e., enveloping him in long haired blankets ; or by a hot-air 
bath, short of inducing perspiration. Then he is sub- 
jected toa circular or nozzle bath, under a pressure of 
twenty-five pounds, at a temperature of 95° F., grad- 
ually reduced in the course of one minute to 85° F., and 
followed by a fan douche under a pressure of twenty 
pete at a temperature of 90° F., reduced daily 1° F. 

{ precision in the technic be not observed, and the patient 
be exposed to lower temperature or subjected to higher 
pressure at the beginning, the results would be serious and 
discouraging. 

In cases of neurasthenia, atonic and nervous dyspepsia, 
and simple chlorosis, the results obtained with hydro- 
therapy, applied with judgment and skill, in improving 
nutrition and hematosis, are striking. A case of chlorosis 
may be instructed to stand in a tub containing twelve 
inches of water ata temperature of 100° F., while an atten- 
dant squeezes from a crumpled towel or two bath gloves 
water at a temperature of 95° F. or less, according to the 
reactive capacity of the patient, meanwhile rubbing gentlv 
the surface of the body. The patient is then dried with a 
soft linen towel, and subsequently rubbed with a crash 
towel. The temperature of thc bath should be reduced 
1° or 2° F, daily until 50° is reached; then larger quan- 
tities of water should be poured over the body, by squeez- 
ing a large sponge + ore over the different parts. Later 
pitcherfuls or basinfuls may be poured over the body with 
some force. 





The Mucous Membrane of the Rectum.—In an article 
criticising Whitehead’s operation for piles, Dr. Edmund 
Andréws says: “A description of the peculiar mechan- 
ism and important functions of the mucous membrane 
and sub-mucous tissue of the rectum will show that we are 
not dealing with a simple, smooth, mechanical tube, but a 
highly specialized organ, which cannot be dissected out 
and destroyed without doing great and irreparable mis- 
chiet to the patient. The mucous membrane of the lower 
inch of the rectum has a peculiar mechanism, constitutin 
it a tactile organ, which is the seat of a very acute specia 
sense, by which a healthy person is warned of the presence 
and downward progress of the fecal mass. Its nerves also 
possess remarkable reflex powers over the sphincter 
muscles, so that they resist the sudden and unexpected 
escape of faces and flatus, without the necessity of a con- 
stant mental attention and exertion of the will.”—Mathew’s 
Medical Quarterly, October, 1895. 





Diet During Pregnancy.—A writer inthe Rev. du Their. 
thinks many of the ills which accompany parturition are 
brought about by improper diet during pregnancy. An 
excess of water and albuminous food should be avoided— 
water, on account of its tendency to produce hydroamnion, 
= because it favors excessive growth of the 
child. 

The following is the diet prescribed, and which has 
been tried in a number of cases : 

Meat once a day, green vegetables and potatoes; avoid 
eggs, peas and beans, as they are too rich in albumen. 
Wine and beer may be taken in moderation, but no more 
fluid should be taken than necessary. The advantages 
claimed for this regimen are: 

1. The patients are active until the eve of their accouch- 
ment ; they do not suffer from a sensation of fullness, ex- 
cessive formation of fat, thirst or constipation. 

2. Rapid and easy delivery, even in those cases in which 
the previous labors have been prolonged and difficult. 

3. There is never an excess of liquor amnii. 

4. All of the women thus dieted have nursed their 
babies. The quantity and quality of the milk were alwa 

ood. The children were small, but healthy and well- 
ormed, They a about six pounds in weight ; the 


circumference of their heads about 33.4 c.m. 















Temperature and Climate.—The PAsladelphia Polyclinic, 
in a recent editorial, remarks upon the undue importance 
often attached to mere numbers, apart from the connec- 
tion in which they are used, the facts with which they are 
correlated. Thus it is with the indications of the ther- 
mometer, and most especially in regard to the climatic 
and physiologic significance of atmospheric temperatures, 
Every one knows that air is colder at zero than at 32° F., 
but every one, even though he be something of a climatol- 
ogist, is liable to overlook the fact that the temperature of 
air takes papain significance, chiefly from its density 
and the amount of watery vapor it contains. An atmos- 
phere is severely cold for any physiologic purpose just in 
proportion to the rapidity with which it abstracts heat 
from the body. It is oppressively warm just in proportion 
to the slowness with which it permits the body to throw 
off its excess of heat. Hence it is quite possible to have 
an atmosphere which at 32° will for its general physiologic 
influences be colder than another atmosphere at the tem- 
perature of zero. In such a case the abstract fact is that 
the temperature of zero is lower than 32° on the arbitrary 
scale of the instrument, but this is very likely to be made 
the basis of an entirely false inference, that the zero at- 
mosphere is more severe and capable of causing more 
markedly the physiologic effects of cold. 

To one coming from the comparatively moist, dense at- 
mosphere of the tern sea-board, to the dry, rarer atmos- 
phere of the continental plateau, and watching the physi- 
ologic effects of the change, the disturbance of the rela- 
tion between temperature readings and sensations is at 
first puzzling as it is unmistakable. Yet when all the 
facts of the case are considered, the reason of the thing 
becomes perfectly clear. For instance, at Denver, one 
mile above, the density of the atmosphere is one-sixth 
less than it is at sea level. Any given volume, as a space 
surrounding the body, contains one-sixth less air by 
weight, and on this account one requires one-sixth less 
heat to raise its temperature the same number of degrees. 
The body will part with one-sixth less heat in the process 
of raising its surrounding air from zero to the y tem- 
perature than it would in doing the same for similar air at 
the sea level ; or, to put it differently, on account merely 
of the rarity of the air, the physiologic effect of the one 
atmosphere, ninety-six degrees below the body temperature 
will only — the effect of the other atmosphere, eighty 
degrees below that point. The temperature of zero in 
one case will be the physiologic equivalent of the temper- 
ature of sixteen degrees above zero in the other. 

But an even more important factor in the case is the 
smallness of the amount of watery vapor in such an at- 
mosphere. The specific heat of the vapor of water is 
much higher than that of the other gases in the atmos- 
phere. It is upon this vapor that the heat-extracting 

wers of an atmosphere chiefly depend. The difference 
in the sensations caused by exposute to an atmosphere 
of low temperature, according as the air is damp or dry, 
is a matter of common experience. Yet Sa most 
persons fail to see that this may be due simply and directly 
to the more rapid removal of heat from the ex d sur- 
face in the one case than the other. The “ raw,” “ bit- 
ing” air, since it gives the same reading of the thermom- 
eter, is supposed to owe its —— character in some 
occult way to the dampness. But no one thinks of it as 
actually for all physiologic effect colder. The testimony 
of the temperature sense to that effect is regarded as 
quite misleading, as a curious instance of the unreliabil- 
ity of our senses. Whereas the temperature sense in its 
report of the removal of the heat from the body (the 
— fact with which it is directly concerned) is correct, 
and it is the thermometer, with its numerical readings 
and the false inferences drawn therefrom, that is mislead- 


ing. 

That a temperature of zero in a dry, rare atmosphere, 
may be more pleasant than a temperature forty or fifty 
degrees higher in an atmosphere saturated with moisture 
at the sea level, is an observation that many have made. 
But it has not been so often understood that for simple 
physical reasons the former atmosphere is a the less 
severe, for every physiologic purpose, except the actual 
freezing of parts in which the circulation is in abeyance. 
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Again, sudden c es in the temperature of the air 
are commonly regarded as helping to constitute a severe 
climate—one trying to the health and physically danger- 
ous to the sick. ith an atmosphere of a certain den- 
sity and humidity, the greater the change of temperature 
the more severe and dangerous that change may be. But 
on the other hand, the less heat an atmosphere is capable 
of carrying, the more quickly will its temperature rise or 
fall, and the greater will be the change produced in the 
thermometric reading, by the abstraction or supply of a 
given amount of heat. In this way sudden and great 
changes in the atmosphere do not make a severe cli- 
mate, but may rather indicate those qualities of atmo- 
sphere that deprive its temperature changes of influence 
over the body in health or disease, affording a guaran- 
tee of a climate physiologically mild. 

A “ Domestic ’’ Test for Albumin in Urine.—at a recent 
meeting of the New York State Medical Association, Dr. 

. G. Truax read a paper on testing for albumin in urine, 
n which, after making criticisms on several well-known 
m¢ thods, he proposed in place of these a “ domestic " test, 
which can usually be applied at the bedside, the method 
being as follows: Pour into a test tube an inch of urine; 
with a dropper drop carefully upon the surface of the 
urine half its quantity of alcohol. If albumin be present 
in the urine a white line will form between the two fluids, 
the same as in the cold nitric acid test. Another method 
is to put the alcohol in the test tube first, and drop, as 
before, the urine into it. If albumin be present in the 
urine it will be made known by a white wave of coag- 
ulated albumin following the urine as it sinks to the bot- 
tom of the test tube. The urine, being heavier than the 
alcohol, will gravitate to the bottom of the tube very 
uickly. After a small quantity of urine has been added 
the alcohol will become opaque with the lated albu- 
min. This test is so sensitive, says the author, that the 
one hundredth part of one pa cent. of albumin, when 
present in the urine, can be detected. Mucus will be coag- 
ulated if present, and may be mistaken for albumin. 
Filtering before testing will eliminate mucus; if one is 
still in doubt any of the control tests for mucus can be 
made. No other ingredient of abnormal urine will give 
any trouble, more than when any other method for testing 
urine is employed. Alcohol, if of the strength of 60 per 
cent. when clear, will answer every purpose, excepting 
that of delicacy. A glass tumbler may be used when it is 
impossible to obtain a test tube. 





On Cycling as a Cause of Heart Disease.— Dr. George 
Herschell writes in the Lancet: ‘ The chief danger of 
cycling lies in the fact that a cyclist takes much more 
exercise than he is aware of or than he intends to, and is 
frequently tempted to overtax his powers. This overtax- 
ing of strength may accompany efforts to reach a given 
point as laid down in plans for the day, or as is made 
necessary by certain exigencies. More frequently, how- 
ever, the extra exertion is put forth in hill climbing. In 
this latter case the heart has already as much strain put 
upon it as it can stand with impunity ; but a glance shows 
the rider that but a few more turns of the wheel will 
bring him to the top, and he redoubles his exertions, and 
the mischief 1s done. In club runs, again, while the start 
is made to correspond with the pace of the slowest riders, 
the faster riders unconsciously quicken their pace, and 
the slower ones must follow at a rate entirely beyond 
their capacity or be left behind. Riding with a high gear 
is a further source of overtaxing the strength. Excessive 
cycling, by the strain thrown upon the heart, may pro- 
duce one of four conditions: First, simple hypertrophy. 
This is a compensatory effort on the part of Nature to 
enable the work to be performed, and may terminate in 
recovery, in valvular disease and disease of the aorta, or 
in degeneration of the heart muscle. The latter condition 
is the common fate of a hy ied muscle. Second, 
acute dilatation of the heart. This condition begins as 
soon as the cyclist ome cynnet ~) ‘short of breath.’ 
Until this time the b pum nto the lungs and 
that pumped out into the tissues is equal in amount; but 
as soon as this symptom appears there is an inequality in 





the delivery from the two ventricles, and if exertion is then 
continued, permanent damage will result. This condi- 
tion may terminate in recovery, in the production of 
valvular disease, or in sudden death. Third, chronic 
valvular disease of the heart. This trouble may arise as 
a sequel to acute dilatation of the heart, on account of 
the stretching of the auriculo-ventricular ring. It may 
arise as a result of hypertrophy from stretching of the 
aortic ring, from the giving way of a valve, or from the 
occurrence of sclerotic changes in the valves. Fourth, 
functional derangement of the heart. This condition is 
very frequent as a result of cycling. The symptoms are 
palpitation, dyspnoea, a sensation of sinking at the epi- 

trium, subjective sensations in the region of the heart, 
intermittency of the heart's action, and anginoid symp- 
toms. While the above enumerated dangers are con- 
stantly present to the cyclist, yet in moderation and 
under proper conditions, it is one of the most health- 
giving forms of exercise, and is a potent remedial measure 
in established heart disease. As preventive measures 
against the dangers of this fascinating sport may be men- 
tioned: First, the use of a low gear; second, the upright 
position in riding; third, adequate food when riding and 
the avoidance of muscle poisons, such as beef tea ; fourth, 
the avoidance of preparations of kola and coca, which 
numb the sense of weariness; and fifth, on no account 
should the cyclist continue riding after he has commenced 
to feel short of breath, or when chere is the slightest sense 
of weariness in the chest. 





The First Symptom of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and its 
Detection by the Fever Thermometer.—As a diagnostic 
instrument, says Dr. C. W. Ingraham, in the Medical 
Record, the fever thermometer approaches most nearly the 
zenith of its perfection and utility in cases of suspected 
tuberculosis. From close observation in a large number 
of cases, I feel sustained.in the assertion that a rise of 
temperature of from one-half to one degree at some 
= of greater or less duration every twenty-four 

ours may be regarded as the first symptom of pulmon- 
ary tuberculosis. I believe that this rise of temperature, 
as a rule, occurs {previous to every other symptom, ex- 
cept when tuberculosis follows in the wake of some acute 
disease without intervening recovery of health. At the 
very beginning of tubercular involvement, with the for- 
mation of the first tubercular nodules, is the most prom- 
ising period to successfully treat the disease. At this 
stage the patient raises no infected sputum, which ex- 
cludes the use of the microscope. The physician is not 
justified in deciding positively that a Gress is non- 
tubercular until he has before him a complete record of 
the patient’s temperature, showing no recurring daily 
elevation, for a period of two weeks. An elevation of 
one-half a degree, — daily at some time in the 
afternoon or evening. should cause a strong suspicion of 
tuberculosis. An elevation of one degree during a sim- 
ilar period will justify a positive diagnosis of pulmonary 
tuberculosis, and this diagnosis will in 90 per cent. 
of cases be confirmed by microscopic examination at a 
later period. With a fever thermometer and a micro- 
scope in our possession, and by intelligent use of the 
same, we are in a position to render tubercular subjects a 
most accurate and scientific diagnosis. 





Auto-Disinfection :,A New Antiseptic.— Not only is it now 
accepted as a well established fact that the blood is pos- 
sessed of decided germicidal properties, and that serous 
secretions are capable of exerting a like protective 
influence; but it is also true that auto-disinfection is 
being constantly accomplished in the organism through 
the agency of mucous secretions, says the Nor/h American 
Practitioner. This is notably true with reference to the 
saliva. The fact has long been recognized by those 
having care of carnivorous animals that when the 
wou ones are itted to constantly bathe the 


affected parts with their own saliva—as by instinct they 
seem inclined to do— better recoveries are made than 
under any other treatment. . 

Some very interesting observations, the same journal 
informs us, have been made recently at the Friburg Hos- 
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pital, by Dr. Edinger, with a view to determine the source 
of this germicidal power. He combined with derivatives 
of quinoline the cyanate of potassium which is found in a 
considerable portion in saliva and has obtained as a result 
a rhodanate of methylpyridine, which is found to be pos- 
sessed of germicidal powers in a remarkable degree. In 
conducting a series of experiments with reference to its 
special effects on diphtheria and cholera bacilli and pyog- 
enic microbes he ascertained that a 1:200 solution of this 
compound kills the cholera bacillus within an hour; a 1:1000 
solution killsthe diphtheria bacillus within an hour ; a 3:200 
solution kills the staphylococcus aureus within an hour. 
The same result is obtained by exposing during 10 minutes, 
the cholera bacillus to the action of a 1:200 solution of 
this rhodanate, the diphtheria bacillus to a 3:200 solution 
and the staphylococcus aureus to a 2:125 solution. To 
kill the same microbes in a minute, a 3:1,000 solution is 
required for the cholera bacillus, a 9:1,000 solution for the 
diphtheria bacillus, and a 3 per cent. solution for the 
staphylococcus aureus. Cultures of the comma bacillus 
are prevented by a 1:10,000 ; of the diphtheria bacillus by 
a ag ; and of the staphylccoccus aureus by a 1:4,000 
solution. 

It is evident, therefore, that in this substance we have 
a newly discovered and energetic antiseptic. The dis- 
coverer states that it is not in the least caustic, and has 
the advantage over carbolic acid in being entirely non- 
poisonous, and thus free from the objection which holds 
against the use of bichloride of —- It is quite pos- 
sible that in this rhodanate we may have come upon a 
new antiseptic agent of inestimable value. Its claims will 
soon be fully investigated, and if the statements made 
shall be verified, as its applications are unaccompanied by 

in, it can in many ways be turned to practical account. 

he rhodanate of quinoline is already being used in the 
treatment of gonorrhoea, and as this remedy is far more 
potent and perfectly harmless, its usefulness can only be 
measured by the results which it can accomplish. 





Inorganic Cardiac Murmurs in Children.— The Presse 
Médicale {or December 25th, contains an abstract of an ar- 
ticle which was published in the Revue des Maladies de 
’Enfance. The author shows that, in children as well as 
in adults, a cardio-pulmonary murmur may exist which is 
independent of all organic lesions. This murmur does 
not appear until toward the age of three years and a half, 
and its frequency then increases progressively up to the 
twentieth year. The author has demonstrated this fact 
by his researches, which include almost four hundred ob- 
servations. The diagnosis of cardiv-pulmonary murmur 
presents considerable importance, he says, as it does away 
with the fears which the symptoms of organic lesions of 
the heart always give rise to. The rules laid down by Prof. 
Potain to establish this diagnosis in adults are, says 
the author, applicable to children. The appearance of the 
murmur seems to be favored by some diseases, such as 
chorea, scarlatina and rheumatism, while other affections, 
such as pneumonia, diphtheria and whooping-cough, seem 
to have no influence whatever. 





Diagnostic Nervous Manifestations of Syphilis,—Dr. J. 
Allison Hodges, in concluding a paper recently read before 
the Richmond Academy of Medicine and Surgery, gives 
the following : 

1. Headaches, which disappear if paralysis occurs. 

2. Insomnia, nearly always associated with headache, 
and disappearing with the appearance of convulsions or 
paralysis. It differs from the insomnia of neurasthenia 
and melancholia in that it occurs in the early night, the 
victim arising in the morning ready for his daily labor. 

3. Vertigo, occurring usually with the headache. It 
may be transient, but es worse as the disease pro- 
gresses. 

4. Tremor, present in one-half of the cases. It occurs 
most often in the order named: In the hands, tongue, and 
over the whole body, and is accompanied by headache. 
i & occurs in a limb it is the precursor of paralysis of the 
imb. 


5. Hemiplegia. 








6. Erratic distribution of paralysis, as aphasia with or 
without hemiplegia, ptosis, insanity or epilepsy, with 
paralysis of one arm or leg. It is suggested that ptosis 
occurring suddenly points nearly always to syphilis. 

7. The use of electricity to determine central or peri- 
pheral lesion. 

8. The presence of great weakness and mental dullness. 
This is one of the most valuable of the nervous manifes- 
tations, being out of proportion to the seeming condition 
of the patient. 

9. History of the case. In women the history of many 
abortions in succession would point to syphilis. 

Poisoning by Flutes.—Dr. J. H. Smith, in a paper read 
at a meeting of the Homceopathic Medical Society of 
Massachusetts, reports several cases of “ flute poisoning.” 
Grenadille, or cocus wood, has for many years been em- 

loyed in the manufacture of this musical instrument, 
inasmuch as it gives a brilliant and powerful sound, which 
mellows and becomes more flexible with the age of the 
instrument. Dr. Smith says: “ There is most trustworthy 
testimony from Germany, England and America to the 
fact that cocus wood, and no other material, is found by 
certain susceptible flutists capable of producing serious 
irritation of the lip, necessitating the use of a crescent- 
shaped silver or gold lip-plate, shellacked to the mouth- 
hole or embochure.” The author describes the malady as 
a lip excessively swollen, extremely red, with large blotches 
covered by vesicles. Relief is had by the application of 
nitrate of lead in water, 1 to 2,000, 








Removal of Bloed Stains.— According to Dr. Blenkiser, 
in the Sca/pel, surgical instruments, sponges, the hands of 
the operator, and other blood-stained articles, may be 
readily cleansed by washing them in a tepid solution of 
tartaric acid, and then rinsing in water without soap. 





The Practice of Medicine in Chima,—The work of the 
Chinese practitioner begins at daybreak, when he re- 
ceives his office patients. At ten o'clock he is carried in 
a sedan chair to visit his patients. On the door of his 
house, the sick one hangs a card bearing the name of his 
own physician, a necessary precaution, as all the houses 
are similar and are not numbered, The doctor is received 
with profound respect. He is offered tea, and a pipe, and 
then is invited to feel the pulse of the sick one. If it bea 
man, the doctor seats himself in front of him ; if a woman, 
a bamboo screen is placed between them, which is, how- 
ever, withdrawn when it is necessary to examine the 
tongue. The left hand of the patient is extended upon a 
book, the doctor lays the three first fingers of his right 
hand upon the pulse, tries it with each finger separately, 
then with all three he presses firmly upon the artery and 
counts, without a waneh, the number of pulsations. This 
accomplished, the patient presents his other hand, and the 
performance is repeated. 

After asking questions of the sick one concerning his 
illness, the doctor calls for pen and paper to write his 
prescription, the principal ingredients of which are of the 
vegetable kingdom. 

If the patient be a mandarin or person of high rank, the 
physician writes out the nature of the sickness, the prog- 
nosis and the treatment, and receives as honorarium 
about ten francs ($2.50). But often the family and friends 
are satisfied with just a verbal communication. 

The charges for a visit vary generally according to the 
pecuniary condition of the patient. 

The money paid is wrapped up in a red paper, and 
when the patient is especially grateful, in a gilt paper. 

The doctor does not make a second visit, except in very 
serious cases, and if he is requested to co so. 

If the recovery does not proceed rapidly, a second phy- 
sician is called in, then a third, a fourth, a filth—until t 
family, tired of seeing doctors, call upon the aid of some 
divinity endowed with the virtue of ing. 

But it is all useless. 

Generally speaking, the visit of the first doctor is quite 

h to send the patient into the kingdom of Con- 
fucius—Dr. M. pe T.: From the Fournal d' Hygiene, 
Paris, Nov., 1805. 
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—Chicago has seventeen medical schools. No wonder 


it is called the “ Windy City.” 


‘—Dr. Phillips recommends the ligation of the dorsal 
vein in cases of atonic impotence. 


—Courage, cheerfulness, and a desire to work, Mole- 
schott says, depend mostly on good nutrition. 


—By a recent act of the Connecticut Legislature, the 
marriage of epileptics in that State is forbidden. 


—Preserve and treat food as you would your own body, 
remembering that in time food will be your body. 


—The Shah of Persia has selected as his family 
hysician Dr. William S. Vaneman, of the University of 
ennsylvania, 1888. 


—Health Officer Doty, ever alive to his duty, has gone 
to Havana to take measures to prevent the exportation of 
smallpox and yellow fever to this city. 


—The French Academy reports the case of a fcetus 
having been retained fifteen years, an attack of peritonitis 
being the only inconvenience experienced. 


—Half a drachm of carbonate of ammonia in a wine- 
glass of water is said to be a ep a emetic and sobering 
restorative in cases of alcoholic intoxication. 


—Prof. Vergely, of Bordeaux, heals burns b- applying a 
te of calcined magnesia, made with water, and allowing 
it to dry on the skin, removing it when it peels off. 


—It is claimed that hypertrophy of the left ventricle 
occurs in normal pregnancy, and that a certain amount of 
dilatation of all the chambers of the heart also occurs. 


—Dr. Albert Hoover two months ago was lying upon a 
couch. One of his children playfully walked over him, 
but, making a misstep, trod upon his testicles. The bruise 
led to abscess, pyzemia and death. 


—Acetylene is being tried as an illuminant on the Paris 
street cars. Though the weight of the gasgogene when 
charged is only twenty-seven pounds, it is capable of 
producing thirty-five cubic feet of the gas, the illumina- 
ting power of which is estimated at fifteen times that of 
ordinary coal gas. 


—Electricity, as reported by Dr. M. G. Jenison, of Min- 
neapolis, in the Ohio Dental Fournal, has been success- 
fully employed by kim in checking hemorrhage from the 
extraction of teeth. The current caused instant coagula- 
tion of the blood, and gave relief where the usual remedies 
were without effect. 


—Thirty-eight centenarians were recorded in Great 
Britain last year, fifteen men and twenty-three women. 
The oldest was Mrs. Henry, of Gortree, who died at 112, 
leaving a daughter of go. In the last ten years the Sé. 
Fames Gazette has kept track of 378 centenarians, of 
whom 235 were women. 


—Dr. Seibert, of this city, advocates the filtering of milk 
through cotton. He finds that the oily globules pass 
through the cotton, while about three-quarters of the 
germs do not. The conclusion is that filtration is as 
good as sterilization, while the objections to sterilization 
of milk are thus removed. 


—Street Cleaning Commissioner Waring attributes to 
the clean streets of the East Side the complaints of the 
druggists there that their business is dull. Every paved 
street is cleaned now at least once a day, 260 miles are 
cleaned twice a day, and because filth is not allowed to 
remain there is no danger to health. 


—Dr. Burton Ward declares (Medical Age) there is one 
infallible symptom indicating whether one is sane or not. 
Let a person speak ever so rationally and act ever so se- 
dately, if his or her thumbs remain inactive there is no 
doubt of insanity. Lunatics seldom make use of their 
thumbs when writing, drawing or saluting. 








—Dr. Blindermann, of Germany (Pract. Med.), says it 
is possible to make a differential diagnosis between ulcer 
and cancer of the stomach by an examination of the 
blood. The difference is that in cancer there is a steady 
diminution in the proportion of haemoglobin. 


—In a theatre in Odessa there was lately a very unusual 
representation. The play was the production of a physi- 
cian, and had as its title: “ The Hypnotic Suggestion, or 
the Vengeance of a Woman.” The actors and the musi- 
cians of the orchestra were all doctors of medicine. The 
audience was composed of convalescents. 


—Count Mattei, “‘ the champion quack of modern times,” 
must have done an enormous business. Dying recently at 
Bologna, he has bequeathed 2,000,000 lire ($400,000) to 
charities, while the bulk of his fortune descends to his 
adopted son and heir, Mario Venturoli Mattei, to whom 
he has also left his “ segreto miraculoso.” 


—A member of a Zurich medical society recently ex- 
hibited a self. registering clinical thermometer, on which 
there were no degrees marked. The instrument could be 
left with the patient’s family to take the temperature in 
the absence of the physician, and the latter could then 
read it by means of an attachable scale of glass or metal. 


—Dipsomania may be occasioned by traumatism. The 
Tresse Medicale (Med. Cent.) reports a case occurring in 
an officer who was thrown from his horse and dragged 
some distance, injuring his head and wounding the nucha 
quite extensively. An excessive thirst for alcohol devel- 
oped. He also became erotic, and manifested a suicidal 
tendency. 

—The bladder, when partially paralyzed, from parturi- 
tion or any other cause, can always be made to empty 
itself perfectly by throwing a large amount of very warm 
water into the bowels, thereby doing away with the neces- 
sity of using the catheter—a most important considera- 
tion, particularly when the patient lives at a distance 
from the doctor. 


—lIt is said that Dr. Carver, of St. Augustine, Fla., is 
living in the oldest house in the United States. It was 
built in 1562, and was occupied by Spanish monks befcre 
St. Augustine was founded. In the house Dr. Carver has 
surrounded himself with a collection of antiquities con- 
nected with the history of Florida and its Spanish rulers 
that is in itself a veritable museum. 


—A white tongue (Med. Age) indicates febrile disturb- 
ance; a brown, moist tongue, indigestion; brown, dry 
tongue, depression, blood- poisoning, typhoid fever; a red, 
moist tongue, inflammatory fever; a red, glazed tongue, 
general fever, loss of digestion; a tremulous, 
moist and flabby tongue, feebleness, nervousness; a 
glazed tongue, with blue appearance, tertiary syphilis. 


—It is easier for an American to get the degree of 
Ph.D. at most of the German universities than it is for 
him to get it at any one of the dozen or more American 
universities of the highest grade. In Germany it is the 
lowest degree given, hardly more than equivalent, if, in- 
deed, it is equivalent, to our Master of Arts. Yet many 
among us, who care little for their A. M., would be proud 
to flourish a Ph.D. from a German institution. 


—A French statistican has discovered that in the six- 
teenth century the average duration of a doctor's life was 
only thirty-six and one-half years. In the seventeenth 
century it reached forty-five and two-thirds years, in the 
eighteenth forty-nine and two-thirds years, and at the 
present time he finds it is fifty-six years. The same in- 
quirer proposes to ascertain whether the average longevity 
of patients has increased in the same proportion. 


—A process has been patented in Germany for making 
a substitute for the natural skin for use in wounds. The 
muscular coating of the intestines of animals is divested 
of mucous membrane, and then treated in a pepsin solu- 
tion until the muscular fibers are half digested. After a 
second treatment with tannin and gallic acid, a tissue is 
produced which can take the place of the natural skin, 
and which, when laid on the wound, is entirely absorbed 
during the healing process. 















